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Call for Case Studies 
[For queries and abstract submissions, contact: wcc.wiic2c@gmail.com] 

 

Climate Change Mitigation with special Focus on Eco-DRR strategies in World Heritage Sites 

in Asia- A case Study Compilation 

1. Background 

World Heritage (WH) symbolises our legacy from the past, our present and what we pass to future 

generations.  Both natural and cultural heritage therefore transcend the temporal and spatial 

boundaries of humankind.  WH can assist societies to mitigate and adapt to climate change through 

the ecosystem benefits, such as storage of carbon to support water catchments. Cultural heritage, 

can also convey traditional knowledge that builds resilience for change to come and leads us to a 

more sustainable future. As demonstrated by recent memory of disasters in Asia ( 2011 Tsunami in 

Japan and 2015 Earthquake in Nepal), WH can be managed to help reduce risks posed from natural 

hazards and long-term climate change impacts. While people must get a priority while dealing with 

disasters, heritage sites are equally important to salvage as they a) help strengthen pre-disaster 

resilience of culture and communities b) support post -disaster recovery. At the same time, world 

heritage properties are themselves exposed to climate change with their integrity being threatened 

and values compromised. The loss or deterioration of the OUV would negatively impact local and 

national communities, both for their cultural importance as a source of information on the past and a 

symbol of identity, and for their socio-economic as well as ecological values.  

Existing national climate change adaptation plans usually may not include heritage expertise in their 

operations. Since risks related to disasters within heritage sites are a function of their vulnerability 

to different potential hazards each site requires contexts specific DRR plans. It is therefore proposed 

that DRR solutions including ecosystem -based DRR (Eco-DRR) approaches that focus on 

sustainable management to reduce disaster risk need to be re-emphasized in the context of Asia-

pacific region.   

 

2. About UNESCO C2C at WII - The UNESCO Category 2 Centre (C2C) on World Natural 

Heritage Management and Training for Asia and the Pacific Region, at Wildlife Institute of India 

(WII), works towards conservation and management of Natural World Heritage Sites and building 

the capacity of the Natural World Heritage Site Managers and all their stakeholders. It also works in 

identification of potential sites with Outstanding Universal Values to ensure safeguarding the sites 

for future generations.   

 

3. About IUCN WCC 2020- the IUCN World Conservation Congress 

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/  is a platform for the nations to gather to set priorities and drive 

conservation and sustainable development action. IUCN’s 1300+ government, civil society and 

indigenous peoples’ member organizations will vote on major issues, actions which guide 

humanity’s relationship with our planet for the future. The next congress forum is scheduled from 

12-15 June 2020 at Marseille , France and this gives us a specific timeline towards compiling case 

studies that can be presented to a larger global audience gathered at the Congress. 

 

4. Objectives of Case study compilation - UNESCO World Heritage centre has been systematically 

bringing out case study compilation on climate change impacts on select sites 

(https://whc.unesco.org/en/climatechange/). Some specific policies and global call for action are 

also in place. for e.g.  Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030; The strategy for 

Disaster Risk Reduction at World Heritage Properties (UNESCO, 2007); the Hangzhou Declaration 

“Placing Culture at the Heart of Sustainable Development Policies (Hangzhou, 2013); the Bonn 

Declaration (Bonn, 2015); the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (UNGA, 2015); and the 

Strategy on the Reinforcement of UNESCO’s action for the protection of culture and the promotion 

of cultural pluralism in the event of armed conflict (UNESCO, 2015). We hope to continue this 
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dialogue, through the medium of IUCN- WCC and supplement the documentation of more such 

case studies from Asia region. The proposed objectives of the publication are:  

• To recognize and further articulate Climate change mitigation with respect to 

cultural and natural heritage sites in Asia.  

• To collect best practises and case studies that exemplifies the need to recognise 

traditional ecological knowledge systems to formulate an Eco-DRR strategy.  

 

5. Generic Guidelines for developing the Case study 

Heritage professionals are encouraged to formulate a case study for an inscribed/ tentatively listed 

UNESCO World heritage site (natural/cultural/ mixed/ cultural landscapes) and their role vis a vis 

climate change adaptation. A few suggested sub-themes for further expansion are as below -    

• Site vulnerability to climate change (e.g. Rice terraces of Philippines) and natural hazards 

(e.g. volcanic ash impacting Borobudur temple) / human-induced hazards (landslides 

impacting Darjeeling mountain railway).  

• Evidence in support that heritage sites (eg. forested area of Shiretoko National Park) are able 

to reduce vulnerability to natural hazards thereby contributing to Eco-DRR. 

• Role of cultural heritage in strengthening resilience of local communities (e.g. Rani-Ki-Vav 

stepwell system) to climate change. 

• Role of traditional ecological knowledge (e.g. Apatani Rice and fish cultivation system) for 

sustainable resource use in and around heritage sites. 

• Role of WH to strengthen the linkage between ecosystem services, environmental resilience 

and livelihood. 

• Integration of climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction  into  World  Heritage 

sites management plans and policies (e.g. Temple of Preah Vihear, Cambodia). 

• Both successful and unsuccessful examples can be used to highlight what should be 

replicated or avoided and what can be inspiring.  

 

6. Suggested Timelines : 

• 1st December 2019– open call for Abstracts 

• 15th January 2020- deadline for abstract submission (word limit: 300 words) 

• 31st January 2020- Decision of the selection committee conveyed.  

• 10th February 2020- first complete case study draft (word limit : 2000 words) ready for 

internal review 

• 2nd March 2020- 15th April 2020 – second order draft shared for external review and 

feedback to authors   

• 15th April - 30th April 2020-  Design and finalization of E-publication   

• 12-15 June 2020- Publication launch at IUCN -World Conservation Congress 
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Full case study Template  

 (Font type : Times Roman with 10 font size and single space; word limit - 2,000 words)  

1. Introduction  / Background Information  
✓ Title:          

✓ Keywords : (Max 5)  

✓ Author(s):   

✓ Address including email id : 

✓ Name of the World Heritage Site (Tentative list also included), Location:  

✓ Online link to site description:  

✓ Ecosystems:   Marine/Coastal;   Mountain;    Forest;    Drylands;    Wetlands;    Other: …..    

✓ Hazards:   Flooding;    Landslide/ Avalanche;    Tidal waves/ Coastal erosion; :   Tsunami 

✓      Drought/Desertification;    Fire;    Hurricane/ Typhoons;    Earthquakes;    Other …..      

2. Central theme/ key message full description) 

3. Discussion  

4. Recommendations / Conclusions  

5. References (to follow Harvard style e.g.-  Phillips, H., 2015. The capacity to adapt to climate 

change at heritage sites—The development of a conceptual framework. Environmental Science 

& Policy, 47, pp.118-125.) 

6. Annexes  

• Photos, satellite images, maps, graphs and other visuals 

• Statistics/ Related links/ related publications 

• Authors, relevant individuals and implementing institutions need to be credited accordingly. 

 

 

 


