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Background Note on Consultative Meeting on “Dehradun Research 

and Academic Consortium” 

 

 

Venue: Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun  

Date: 28th April, 2018 

 

Research collaborations and networks are growing exponentially across the world. 

Research institutions/universities and individual are increasingly working together in 

partnerships  to address research questions, exchange of facilities and widening of 

scientific temperament amongst students and providing necessary flexibility to deal 

with the wide spectrum of challenges posed by the rapidly changing socioeconomic 

and environmental problems faced by the world today.  However, such initiatives 

largely exist in the academic sphere outside the Indian Himalayan region.  There is 

growing concern amongst researchers and scientists across the world about the 

rapidly changing climatic conditions in the Himalayan region and its repercussions on 

social, environmental, cultural dimensions of the Himalayas.   

 

There are conscious efforts by the government to understand the impacts of climate 

change and understand typical issues related to the Himalayan ecosystems over the 

past few years.  Several research organisations have been continuously adding 

information in form of valuable data and research products as a result of initiatives 

undertaken by organisations such as Department of Science and Technology (DST), 

Ministry of Environment Forests, and Climate Change (MoEF,CC). However, most of 

these valuable researches are conducted by specialist organisation often lacking 

cross cutting approaches to provide a holistic solution to complex social and 

environmental problems the Himalayas are facing today.   

 

Majority of research organisations both government and non- government are driven 

by esoteric approaches, often resulting in research which find little value outside the 

subject boundary or only holds good for personal promotions and lacks the depth to 

be ‘useful and usable’ for the society. Despite several top level institutes being based 

in the Himalayan region problem solving research outputs are lacking. Research in 

the Himalayan region seeks improvement which requires, changing mindsets,  

organisational cultures and understand the and act on how user groups feel about it  

Building meaningful research networks are important are  for the scientific progress  
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of the region and bridging the gap between scientific understanding and real world 

problems.  

 

Through this consultative meeting we aim to develop a research network amongst 

institutions/universities /non-government organisations and concerned government 

departments within the city of Dehradun with an approach that embodies processes 

by which researchers from different backgrounds, stakeholders and decision makers 

work together to deliver research that results with objectives to (1) improve 

understanding about a particular problem and (2) helps government in better 

decision making in the context of Himalaya.   

 

a. Why Dehradun?  

 

Dehradun is the scientific capital of the country with an array of national level 

institutions, universities and some of the most well recognised non-government 

organisations it is one of the best suited cities in India to initiate the consortia.  

However, All is not good with the rich Dehradun (in scientific institutions). Institutions 

within Dehradun have different strengths and weaknesses, institutions need to 

broaden their research horizons by working together by realising each other’s 

strengths. Universities remains neglected and losing rapidly the modern research 

literacy, and in private organization money factor will continue to dominate.  Some of 

the top Non government organisations are also based in city. Apart from the 

aforesaid problems there are issues with organisations and individuals to come out 

of their ‘run of the mill’ psychologies and attempt research which is meaningful to the 

scientific community at large. Converting this heterogeneous group into an attractive 

and viable consortium will require dedication and time.  

 

b) Tentative Consortium framework:  

 

One can easily establish a formal body, arrange talks and conduct a few routine 

things. But, we want to bring about qualitative change in doing science, and its role 

in social change. That requires far more commitment and drive, than doing above 

activities. 

 

The idea is to develop a science based consortium with an overarching theme to 

address environmental issues keeping in mind socio-cultural and political context of 



3 

the region. The above themes are consistent with the strengths of Dehradun’s 

institutes and many universities, NGO’s and individuals. 

· While activities will largely be based on the organizations and individuals of 

Dehradun, taking advantage of national and international connections would be an 

important component of the programme. 

 

· Keeping in view financial needs and logistics, DRAC will be housed in a central 

government’s institute, with a modest program office for day to day activities and 

programmes and maintain continuity and spirit. 

 

There would be formal body like a board representing different forms of 

institutes, universities and other research-oriented organization 

Aims and Objectives of the Consortium  

 

The consortia would work as a boundary spanning entity which involves institutes, 

universities, non government organisations, individuals, educators and academic 

administrators.   

 

1. The consortia would bring together national and state level institutions 

universities and organisations together to enhance collaboration and research 

productivity   

2. Conduct user inspired  multidisciplinary research projects useful for decision 

makers  

3. Encourage sharing of facilities for researchers and students i.e. equipments, 

library , lecture halls etc  

4. Developing scientific temperament through innovative training programs for 

students and researchers  

5. Mentoring young researches undertaking master’s and doctoral research  

(The consortium will see that no bright person is deprived of facilities that he 

or she needs to make progress. If possible she/he would be connected with 

the best scientists in their fields) 

6. Organising guest lectures and talks on critical and topical issues  and science 

events  

7. Revival of traditional and indigenous  knowledge  

8. Creating modules for science communication and ethics and  

9. Developing an easily accessible knowledge repository   
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* In recent years there has been a rapid growth of private institutions in Dehradun. 

They have come to stay and grow. Science research is either absent or is very weak 

in them. Can they be made active partners in doing science? DRAC at least can 

make them involved. 

 

Outputs and Outcomes:  

 

Creating an environment in which science is able to express itself in a healthy way 

and influencing policy, advocacy, and negotiations for conflict reduction is a major 

objective. Public in general, would be encouraged to celebrate success of science, 

enjoy the romance of past discoveries, participate in data collection and 

interpretation through citizen and translational science approaches.  

 The deliverables may include  

 

(i)  Open access data base in areas such as glaciers, biodiversity, disasters 

and springs 

(ii)  Viable Research Journal 

(iii)  Communication and interpretation forums. 

(iv)  Development of Knowledge Products 

 

***** 

 

 


