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September 2022 

1. Marine mammal stranding  

Dolphin stranding at Avadaiyarpattinam, Palk Bay 

Date: 4th September 2022  

Place: Avadaiyarpattinam 

On 4th September, Dolphin stranding took place at Avadaiyarpattinam.  

 

2. Visit to Omcar Foundation for Palk Bay Conservation Reserve work 

Date: 3rd September 2022 

Place: Velivayal 

The WII team visited Omcar foundation for follow up and guiding for post processing work and data 

entry and also for discussing the upcoming events. 

 

3. Visit to Annamalai University for Benthos work 

Date: 22nd – 24th September 2022 

Place: Parangipettai 

The WII team member visited CAS Marine Biology Annamalai University for follow up and guiding for 

post processing work of the Benthos sample given for Identification.  

b. Outreach and Awareness  

1. Dugong Conservation workshop at OMCAR Foundation 

Date: 15th September 2022  

Place: Velivayal 

Image 1. Dolphin stranding at Avadaiyarpattinam 
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On 15th September, WII team was a part of the Dugong Conservation Workshop at OMCAR foundation. 

The team co-hosted the workshop. It consisted of video message from Dr. J. A. Johnson followed by 

presentations and interactive sessions with all 60 students from Alagappa University, Annamalai 

University, Bharatidasan University and Adirampattinam College.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Meeting with DFO, Mr. Abhishek Tomar IFS, Thoothukudi  

Date: 26th September 2022  

Place: Thoothukudi 

We had a meeting with Mr. Abhishek Tomar IFS, Thoothukudi, for updating CAMPA-Dugong project 

activities and role of different stage holders in the upcoming events. 

3. Awareness workshop for marine biodiversity and its monitoring for Thangachimadam School children 

Organized by Quest Asia water sports academy. 

Date: 12th September 2022 

Place: Pirapanvalasai 

Image 2. WII team giving presentations and interactive sessions for Dugong Conservation Workshop 
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On 12th September, we visited Quest Asia water sports academy at Pirapanvalasai where we were invited 

to conducted workshop for school kids were me explained about marine biodiversity and habitats around 

the area. We also briefed them about Dugong, seagrasses, its Habitats and gave dugong souvenirs to the 

school Head Master. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. School visits for Scholarship students forms 

Date: 8- 29th September 2022 

Place: Thanjavur, Pudukudi, and Ramanathapuram districts 

The WII Team visited 57 Schools of all the 3 districts- Thanjavur, Pudukudi, and Ramanathapuram for 

updating the details of the scholarship students. Our team had a meeting with all the Headmasters 

regarding the project and the scholarship program. Dugong comic book was given to every school to add 

in the school’s library.  

 

 

Figure 1.  Image 3.WII team giving explaining about marine biodiversity, Dugong, seagrasses to Thangachimadam School children 
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  2. School visits for Scholarship students forms 

Date: 26th September 2022 

Place: Thoothukudi districts 

The WII Team visited 3 Schools of the Thoothukudi for updating the details of the scholarship students. 

Our team had a meeting with all the Headmasters regarding the project and the scholarship program. 

Dugong comic book was given to every school to add in the school’s library. 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 4. WII Team giving Dugong comic book to the Headmasters 

Image 5. WII Team giving Dugong comic book to the Headmasters 
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October 2022 

1. Dugong stranding at Pudumadam 

Date: 14thOctober 2022  

Place: Pudumadam 

On 14th October, A dugong was stranded at Pudumadam in Gulf of Mannar. The whole carcass was 

preserved for the Marine Mammal Stranding Response Workshop. 

 

1. Meeting with stakeholders  

Date: 4th October 2022 

Place: Kumbakonam 

Chinmaya Ghanekar, representing WII Team along with Dr. Balaji V from OMCAR foundation, Mr. 

Thampi, DFO Thanjavur and Mr. Sathish, CCF Trichy circle had a meeting with Supriya Sahu, IAS, 

Principal Secretary to Government, Department of Environment, Climate Change and Forests and N. 

Muruganandam, IAS, Principal Secretary, Industries, GoT. WII and OMCAR team presented the  

Image 6. Dugong stranding at Pudumadam 
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Conservation importance of Dugong Conservation reserve through our studies. A need for dugong 

conservation centre, identifying tourism potential as alternative livelihood was discussed. We also 

emphasized importance of our research work.  

 

 

2. School visits for Scholarship students forms 

Date: 27- 31th October 2022 

Place: Ramanathapuram district 

The WII Team visited all the school Headmasters for collecting the filled scholarship student’s forms.  

 

3. Marine Mammal Stranding Response Workshop  

Date: 15th to 21st October 2022 

Place: Rameswaram 

From 15th to 21st October 2022, the WII team organized a capacity- building workshop in collaboration 

with Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), Tamil Nadu State Forest Department & 

Central Zoo Authority (CZA) for the forest department personnel along India’s coastline from 17th 

October to 20th October 2022 in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest 

of Tamil Nadu state, Thiru Shekhar Kumar Niraj inaugurated the workshop. This training workshop 

was organized as a part of the CAMPA-Dugong Recovery Programme in partnership with the Tamil 

Nadu Forest Department, Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), and Central Zoo 

Authority (CZA) with inputs from the Pondicherry University, Wildlife Conservation Society-India, 

OMCAR Foundation, Reefwatch Marine Conservation- Karnataka. A total of 18 participants from the 

coastal states/UTs of India have participated in these four days training program. The main objectives 

of the workshop are to train the officers towards rescue and rehabilitation of stranded live marine 

mammals and post-mortem of stranded dead mammals as per the guidelines of the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India. In this workshop, the speakers 

discussed various possible interventions for marine mammal stranding. The workshop was to train the 

officers towards rescue and rehabilitation of stranded live marine mammals and post-mortem of 

Image 7. Chinmaya Ghanekar, WII along with Dr. Balaji V, OMCAR foundation, Mr. Thampi, DFO thanjavur and Mr. 
Sathish, CCF Trichy meeting with Supriya Sahu, IAS, Principal Secretary to Government, Department of Environment, 
Climate Change and Forests and N. Muru 
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stranded dead mammals. Also “A Manual on Marine Mammal Stranding Response” book was also 

released during the event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 8. Glimpse of Marine mammal stranding response workshop 
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November 2022 

Research & Monitoring 

1. Dugong - Rescue and Release 

 

Date: 8th November 2022  

Place: Mookaiyur 

One Dugong trapped in the net was released alive by the fishers on 08-11-2022 at Mookaiyur, Ramnad 

District, Thoothukudi Wildlife Range. 

          

Image 9.Dugong released alive at Mookaiyur 

 

 

2. Dugong - Rescue and Release 

Date: 19th November 2022  

Place: Naripaiyur 

One Dugong trapped in the net was released alive by the fishers on 19-11-2022 at Naripaiyur, Ramnad 

District, Thoothukudi Wildlife Range. 
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Image 10.Dugong released alive at Naripaiyur 

 

 

3. Identifying fishing ranges in the Gulf of Mannar regions. 

Date: 22nd November 2022 to 30th November 2022 

Place:  Gulf of Mannar 

For studying fishing ranges, the GPS loggers were distributed to the identified fishermen to record the 

fishing ranges at Thonithurai, Vedhalai, Pamban,and  Mandapam areas. 

 

 

Image 11.Ajith (WII, Field Assistant) explaining the fishermen how to use the GPS logger 
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4. Aerial Monitoring Surveys- 

Date: 22nd November 2022 to 30th November 2022 

Place: Palk Bay Dugong Conservation Reserve 

Aerial surveys using Scan Sampling were carried out daily from 20th to 28th November in the Palk 

Bay Dugong Conservation Reserve. A total of 19 aerial sorties were undertaken in the limits of the 

conservation reserve in Pudukottai District. A dugong was sighted on 27th and 28th November, during 

the surveys. The animal was focal followed for behavioral observations.   

 

 

Image 12.Dugong sighted during Aerial Survey Efforts at Kodimunnai, Manamelkudi 

 

 

b. Outreach and Awareness 

 

1. Attending Green Committee Meeting with the collector 

Date: 17 November 2022 

Place: Ramnathpuram 

Ms. Chinmaya representing the WII Team attended the Green Committee meeting with the District 

collector Mr. Johny Varghese, I.A.S. Ramnathapuram. 
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2. Meeting with the Wildlife Warden, Ramnad 

Date: 30th November 2022 

Place: Ramnathpuram 

The WII Team had a meeting the Wildlife Warden Jagdish Bakan,I.F.S,. Ramnathapuram for updating 

the project works and discussing the upcoming events. 

 

1. School visits for Scholarship students forms 

Date: 1st November 2022 to 3rd November 2022 

Place: Tuticorin 

The WII Team visited all the school Headmasters for collecting the filled scholarship student’s forms.  

 

 

December 2022 

Dugong - Rescue and Release 

Date: 07.12.2022 

Place: Naripaiyur, Ramnad District, Thoothukudi Range 

One Dugong trapped in the net was released alive by the fishers on 07-12-2022 at Naripaiyur, Ramnad 

District, Thoothukudi Wildlife Range.collected for analysis. 

 

2. Dugong stranding at Pudumadam 

Date: 18thDecember 2022  

Image 13.Dugong released alive at Naripaiyur 
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Place: Vilondi Theertham, Ramerwaram 

On 18thDecember 2022, A dugong was stranded at Vilondi Theertham, Ramerwaram. Samples were 

collected on 19thDecember for analysis. 

 

3. Dugong stranding at Pudumadam 

Date: 21thDecember 2022  

Place: Pudumadam 

On 21thDecember 2022, A dugong was stranded at Pudumadam in Gulf of Mannar. Samples were 

collected for analysis. 

Image 15.Dugong stranding at Pudumadam 

Image 14. Dugong stranding at Vilondi 
Theertham, Rameswaram 
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1. Identifying fishing ranges in the Gulf of Mannar regions. 

Date: 1st December 2022 to 17th December 2022;  

           27th December 2022 to 31th December 2022 

Place: Gulf of Mannar 

For studying fishing ranges , the GPS loggers were  distributed to the identified fishermen to record the 

fishing ranges at Thonithurai, Vedhalai, Pamban,and  Mandapam areas. Pamban Vedhalai, 

Rameswaram, Velangapuri, Muthupettai, Ervadi, Kilakkarai.  

 

 

2. Aerial Monitoring Surveys- 

Date: 1st, 2nd, 10th, 12th, 13th, 16th and 29th December 

Place: Palk Bay Dugong Conservation Reserve 

Aerial surveys using Scan Sampling were carried out daily from 20th to 28th November in the Palk Bay 

Dugong Conservation Reserve. A total of 20 aerial sorties were undertaken in the limits of the 

conservation reserve in Pudukottai District. A dugong was sighted on 12th December, during the 

surveys. The animal was focal followed for behavioral observations.   

Image 16.Ajith (WII, Field Assistant) explaining the fishermen how to use the GPS logger  
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A total of 6 aerial transects were undertaken at Ammapattinam, Avdiyarpattinam and Manamelkudi. 

The observations were recorded and data was entered for analysis. 

 

Image 17. Dugong sighted during the survey efforts on 12th December in the Dugong Conservation 

Reserve 

 

January 2022 

Research & Monitoring 

1. Dugong stranding at Soliyakudi 

Date: 2ndJanuary 2023 

Place: Soliyakudi, Palk Bay 

On 2ndJanuary 2023, A dugong was stranded at Soliyakudi, Palk Bay. Samples were collected for 

analysis. 

2. Dugong - Rescue and Release 

Date: 3rd January 2022 

Place: Manthiripattinam, Thanjavur  
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A Dugong trapped in the net was released alive by the fishers on 03-01-2023 at Manthiripattinam, 

Thanjavur. 

 

 

3. Dugong stranding at Jegathapattinam 

Date: 14th January 2023 

Place: Jegathapattinam, palk bay 

A male dugong got beached at Jegathapattinam, palk bay. Cause of death could not be determined 

because of high level of decomposition. Samples were collected for analysis. 

 

 

4. Dugong stranding at Mumpalai 

Date: 21st January 2023 

Place: Mumpalai, Palk Bay 

Two dugongs got stranded at Mumpalai, palk bay. The carcasses were highly decomposed. Samples 

were collected for analysis. 

Image 18.Dugong Rescue and Release by Manthiripattinam Fishers 

Image 19. Dugong stranded at Jegathapattinam 
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Two dugongs stranded at Mumpalai 

 

5. Identifying fishing ranges in the Gulf of Mannar region 

 

Date: 1st January 2023 to 13th January 2023 

19th January 2023 to 28th January 2023 

Place: Gulf of Mannar 

For studying fishing ranges, the GPS loggers were  distributed to the identified fishermen to record the 

fishing ranges at Thonithurai, Vedhalai, Pamban, Seeniyappadharga and  Mandapam areas.  

. 

 

6. Aerial Monitoring Surveys 

Date: 13th, 15th, 17th 24th January 2023 

Place: Kodimunnai, Kattumaudi and Krishnajipattinam. 

Aerial surveys were carried out at Manamelkudi at Kodimunnai for dugong detection and focal follows 

with an aim to sight dugongs but due to  high wind and gusts, the weather conditions were not apt for 

aerial surveys. Thus, no dugongs were detected in the survey efforts. 

Image 21. Ajith distributing GPS Loggers to fishers 

Image 20. Two dugongs stranded at Mumpalai 
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Aerial fixed width transects were carried out at Kattumaudi and Krishnajipattinam in Palk Bay. But due 

to unfavorable weather, the surveys were cancelled. 

Data processing was undertaken for the surveyed transects along with equipment maintenance.   

 

 

Image 22.Aerial View of seagrass meadows at Kodimunnai 

 

b. Outreach and Awareness  

1. Felicitation Ceremony for the Dugong Rescuers 

Date: 10 January 2023 

Place: Manora 

A felicitation ceremony was held at Manora for Manthiripattinam Dugong rescuers. In order to honor 

and felicitate these 11 fishermen, the Wildlife Institute of India team awarded these fishermen with a 

cash prize of Rs. 10,000 along with a certificate, medal and a Dugong Rescuer souvenir kit. Forest 

department gave Rs 25,000 as compensation for net damage and Rs. 5000 to each fisher. Omcar 

foundation also honoured the fishermen with Rs. 10,000 as a prize.  The Divisional Forest Officer, 

Thanjavur, I.F.S. Akhil Thampi, Assistant Director Fisheries, Thanjavur Mr. M. Sivakumar, Dr. Nehru 

Prabakaran, Scientist-C, Wildlife Institute of India, Dr V. Balaji, Omcar Foundation, P. Gangeswari 

Inspector Fisheries, Mallipattinam graced the occasion and honoured the fishermen. 
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Image 23.Felicitation Event at Manora 

 

 

February 2023 

Aerial Monitoring Surveys 

Date: 06th to 18th Feb 2022 

Place: Palk Bay Dugong Conservation Reserve. 

A total of 28 aerial fixed width transects were undertaken at 14 locations within the DCR. The length of 

each transects was 3 km. The transects were flown autonomously using programmed flights and video 

recording was taken of each flight. The aerial sorties were planned and replicates of the 2021-22 surveys.  

Dugongs were detected off the Manthiripattinam and Manamelkudi transects. Video analysis of the 

videos is ongoing. 

Focal follow samplings were undertaken at Kodimunnai and the behavioral data was recorded for further 

analysis. 

Dugongs foraging were recorded and a maximum of two dugongs were sighted during a day of survey. 
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Image 24.Dugong in a shallow seagrass meadow at Kodimunnai 

 

 

b. Outreach and Awareness  

1. Felicitation Ceremony for the Dugong Rescuers 

Date:  2 February 2023 

Place: Thangachimadam  

3 Dugongs trapped in the net were rescued and released safely by the joint efforts of fishers at Mookaiyur, 

and Naripaiyur, Ramnad District, Thoothukudi Wildlife Range. Celebrating World Wetland day, 19 

Fisher's efforts have been recognized and complimented by the government today at Thangachimadam 

Government Higher Secondary School, Tamil Nadu. The WII CAMPA Dugong Recovery program, along 

with the Chief guest, Mr. Jagdish Sudhakar Bakan, IFS, Wildlife Warden, District Forest Officer, 

Ramanathapuram district, Miss. Gayathri Usman, Kadal Osai FM, and Range Forest officers from 

Tuticorin and Madapam range have awarded these fishermen's each team a cash prize of Rs. 10,000 each, 

a certificate, a medal, and a Dugong souvenir. 
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Date: 15 February 2023 

Place: Ramanathapuram 

The WII team had  meeting with the Jagdish Bakan, Wildlife Warden, DFO Ramanathapuram to 

handover the Technical & Financial Bids sent by the Director WII.  

 

March 2023 

 

1. Fish Market survey at 

Manamelkudi Date: 1st March 

2023 

Place: Manamelkudi 

We carried out a survey at fish markets of Manamelkudi for documenting catch from 

traditional fishing techniques. Fish catch at each vendor were recorded for location of 

fishing, number, size class and cost. Also gut samples of fishes were collected for further 

analysis. 

Image 25.Felicitation Event at Thangachimadam 

Image 26 . Fish Market survey at Manamelkudi 
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2. Fish Market survey at 

Kattumavadi Date: 2 nd March 

2023 

Place: Kattumavadi 

We carried out a survey at fish markets of Kattumavadi for documenting catch from 

traditional fishing techniques. Fish catch at each vendor were recorded for location of 

fishing, number, size class and cost. Also gut samples of fishes were collected for further 

analysis. 

Figure 2 
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Image 27 Fish Market survey at Kattumavadi 

 

 

 

 
         Fish Market survey at Sethubavachatram 

        Date: 3rd March 2023 

Place: Sethubavachatram 

We carried out a survey at fish markets of Sethubavachatram for documenting catch from 

traditional fishing techniques. Fish catch at each vendor were recorded for location of fishing, 

number, size class and cost. 

 

 

3. Fish Market survey at 

Mandapam Date: 6th March 

2023 

Place: Mandapam 

We carried out a survey at fish markets of Mandapam for documenting catch from traditional 

fishing techniques. Fish catch at each vendor were recorded for location of fishing, number, 

size class and cost. 

Figure 3 Image 28.. Fish Market survey at Sethubavachatram 
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Image 29. Fish Market survey at Mandapam 

 

 

 

4. Fish Market survey at 

Uchipuli Date: 7th March 

2023 

Place: Uchipuli 

We carried out a survey at fish markets of Uchipuli for documenting catch from traditional 

fishing techniques. Fish catch at each vendor were recorded for location of fishing, number, 

size class and cost. 

 

 

 

1. Fish Market survey at Nambuthalai 

Date: 15th March 2023 

Place: Nambuthalai 

We carried out a survey at fish markets of Nambuthalai for documenting catch from 

traditional fishing techniques. Fish catch at each vendor were recorded for location of 

fishing, number, size class and cost. 

 Image 30. Fish Market survey at Uchipuli 
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2. Fish Market survey at Mimisal  

Date: 30th March 2023 

Place: Mimisal 

We carried out a survey at fish markets of Mimisal for documenting catch from traditional 

fishing techniques. Fish catch at each vendor were recorded for location of fishing, number, 

size class and cost. 

 

 

 

 

7. Fish Gut samples from Manamelkudi and 

Kattumavadi Date: 1st & 2nd March 2023 

Place: Manamelkudi 

We collected 40 seagrass associated fishes fresh from the fish markets for dissection of fish 

gut for futher analysis. 

Image 31. Fish Market survey at Nambuthalai 

Image 32. Fish Market survey at Mimisal 
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Image 33.Dissection of fish gut for analysis 

 

 

8. Boat Surveys for Seagrass and Seaweed mapping 

areas. Date: 15th, 16th, 18th, 23rd and 28th March 

2023 

Place: SP Pattinam in the north to Olaikuda in the south. 

Total 50 point locations with 3 replicates in each case were collected with the presence-

absence information on seagrasses, seaweeds and other substrata. Other parameters like, 

depth, transparency etc were also collected from the targeted sites. 

 

 

 

9. Identifying fishing ranges in the Gulf of Mannar 

regions. Date: 01/04/2023 – 04/04/2023 

Place: Gulf of Mannar 

For studying fishing ranges, the GPS loggers were distributed to the identified fishermen to 

record the fishing ranges at Tuticorin, Sippikulam, Tharavaikulam, Rochnanagar. 

 Image 34. Boat Surveys for Seagrass and Seaweed Mapping 
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Dugong conservation awareness 

Programs Date: 4th,5th and 7th March 

2023 

Place: Kalpar, Kuthukal Valasai, and Natarajapuram village 

Three days (4th, 6th, and 7th of March 2023) dugong conservation awareness preparatory 

program was organized by the Tamil Nadu Forest Department, Ramnathapuram District, along 

with the Wildlife Institute of India and Karunya Educational and Economic rural development 

trust NGO. 

The program was organized in 3 villages, Kalpar village, Kuthukal Valasai village, and 

Natarajapuram village. A total of 231 Fisher community attended this program. With the 

presence of Mr. Jagdish Sudhakar Bakan, IFS, Wildlife Warden, District Forest Officer, 

Ramanathapuram district, the event was inaugurated and hosted by Prathap M, FRO Erwadi 

zone & Gowsikka S, FRO, Mandapam zone, followed by an introductory presentation about 

Dugongs, its habitats and conservation by Ms. Sweta Iyer, Wildlife Institute of India followed 

by a talk on alternate livelihood by Mrs. Kamala, Karunya NGO. Thilagavathi M, FRO, 

Image 35.Ajith and Sohom explaining and distributing GPS Loggers to fishers 
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Keelakarai zone, and E Balamurugan FRO, Marine Elite Force, ended the event with an 

interactive discussion with the fisher community and a vote of thanks. This event is an effort 

to spread awareness among people, which includes fisher communities, Self-help groups, and 

local peoples, about the dugong and seagrass ecosystem, its existence, benefits, threats, and the 

need to conserve Dugong and seagrass habitats. And the efforts put forth for Dugong 

conservation by the forest department and Wildlife Institute of India. 

 

 

Image 36. Photos of 3 days dugong conservation awareness preparatory program at Gulf of Mannar Areas 
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5. Inter-Departmental coordination meeting on the purpose and 

outline of the Dugong conservation and awareness by the Tamil 

Nadu Forest Department 

 

Date: 14th March 2023 Place: Manamelkudi 

Inter-Departmental coordination meeting on the purpose and outline of the Dugong 

conservation and awareness was organized by the Tamil Nadu Forest Department, 

Pudukkottai District, and Aranthangi Range along with the Omcar Foundation, 

Wildlife Institute of India, and Fisheries Department. The program was organized in 

the Vasantham hall, Manamelkudi. A total of 50 Fishers attended this program. This 

meeting aims to extend Dugong awareness among the people. To explain to them 

the importance of the dugong and seagrass ecosystem, its existence, benefits, 

 

threats, and the need to conserve Dugong and seagrass habitats. And the efforts put 

forth for Dugong conservation by the forest department, Omcar foundation, and 

Wildlife Institute of India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 37.. Inter-Departmental coordination meeting on the purpose and outline of the Dugong conservation and awareness 


