
Recovery of Dugongs and their habitats in India (CAMPA MoEFCC funded) 

FIELD REPORT 

Palk Bay & Gulf of Mannar- Tamil Nadu 

 

 

RESEARCH AND MONITORING 

I. MONITORING SURVEYS 

 

1. Identifying fishing ranges in the Gulf of Mannar Regions (Fishing logger data) 

1-4 April 2023 

   For studying fishing ranges, the GPS loggers were distributed to the identified        

fishermen to record the fishing ranges at the regions Threspuram, Thootukudi, 

Sippikulam, Rochmanagar, Kannigapuri, Tharavaikulam.  1-4  

April 2023 

2. Microbial Diversity at Palk Bay & Gulf of Mannar 

4-13 August 2023 

Water, sediment and Seagrass sample collection from Palk Bay& Gulf of Mannar for 

Microbial work at NCBS, Bangalore. The collection took place at Devipattinam, 

Rajamadam, Kottaipattinam, Rameswaram, Mandapam,Keelakarai, Threspuram, 

Vembar locations 

 

 

 



3. Organic pollutant study 

8 Dec 2023 

Pilot survey associated with the study of organic pollutants at Rameswaram.  

 

 

II. DUGONG & MARINE MAMMAL STRANDING 

 

 1.  Dolphin Stranding 

 Date: 3.4.2023 

 Place: Nattanipurasakudi, Pudukottai 

 A dolphin was stranded at Nattanipurasakudi on 3.4.2023 

 

2. Dugong stranding at Valinokkam 

Date:29.05.2023 

Place: Valinokkam, Ramanathapuram 

An adult male dugong was stranded due to boat hit. Samples were collected for analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Dugong stranding at Pudumadam 

Date:11.06.2023 

Place: Pudumadam, Ramanathapuram 

Juvenile male stranded mostly due to poaching. Samples were collected for analysis 

 

 

4. Dugong stranding at Vadakku Pudukudi 

Date:14.06.2023 

Place: Vadakku Pudukudi 

Male dugong stranded due to net entanglement. Samples were collected for analysis 

 

 

5.Dugong stranding at Mandapam 

Date:23.06.2023 

Place: Mandapam, Ramanathapuram 

Male dugong stranded due to net entanglement. Samples were collected for analysis 



6. Dugong stranding at Manora 

Date:24.06.2023 

Place: Manora, Thanjavur 

Female dugong stranded possibly due to net entanglement and injury. Samples were collected 

for analysis 

 

 

7.Dugong stranding at Mookkaiyur 

Date: 30.09.2023 

Place: Mookkaiyur, Ramanathapuram 

A Dugong carcass has been washed ashore in Mookkaiyur area 

 

 

 

 

 

  



III. OUTREACH & AWARENESS ACTIVITIES 

 

1. Dugong awareness Program 

Place:Rochmanagar, Thootukudi 

Date:3.04.2023 

Dugong awareness program for fishing community of 35 people was conducted at 

Rochmanagar, Thootukudi 

 

2. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Kannigapuri 

Date:4.04.2023 

Interactive session for awareness about dugongs, seagrass, and the conservation of their habitats 

for the fishermen community and their children of Kannigapuri, Thootukudi. Around 40 people 

attended the program 

 

 

3. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Seeniappa Dargha, Ramanathapuram 

Date:30.04.2023 

Dugong awareness program for fishing community of 20 people was conducted at Seeniyappa 

Dargha, Ramanathapuram 



 

4.  Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Uchipuli, Ramanathapuram 

Date:10.05.2023 

Dugong awareness program for fishing community of 20 people was conducted at Uchipuli, 

Ramanathapuram. The session discussed about dugongs, seagrass, and the conservation of their 

habitats 

 

 

5. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Cherankottai, Ramanathapuram 

Date:19.05.2023 

 

Dugong awareness program for fishing community of 30 people was conducted at 

Cherankottai. The program created an awareness about dugongs, seagrass, and the conservation 

of their habitats 

 

 

 

 



 

6. Dugong Day Celebration Day -1 

Motorbike rally 

Place: Rameswaram to Ramanathapuram 

Date:22.05.2023 

An awareness rally to spread the message: "Save the Dugong, Save the Marine Life, and Save 

Our Ocean. We are all together. “In collaboration with Tamil Nadu Forest Department, the 

Indian Coast Guards, Coastal Police, Marine Police, Fisheries Department, OMCAR 

foundation, Ocean Ambassadors, Quest Academy were all participants of the mega event. 

Around 100 participants were present. 



7. Dugong DayCelebration Day -2 

Motorbike rally 

Place: Muthukuda to Manamelkudi 

Date:23.05.2023 

Day-2 Of the awareness motor bike rally, in collaboration with Tamil Nadu Forest Department, 

the Indian Coast Guards, Coastal Police, Marine Police, Fisheries Department, Omcar 

foundation, Ocean Ambassadors, Quest Academy were all participants of the event where 

around 30 people participated. 

 

 

8. Dugong DayCelebration Day -3 

Motorbike rally 

Place: Kattumavadi to Manora 

Date:24.05.2023 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Day-3 of the awareness motor bike rally, in collaboration with Tamil Nadu Forest Department, 

the Indian Coast Guards, Coastal Police, Marine Police, Fisheries Department, Omcar 

foundation, Ocean Ambassadors, Quest Academy were all participants of the event where 

around 30 people participated for the concluding day. 

 

9. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Manamelkudi, Pudukottai 

Date:28.05.2023 

An interactive awareness about marine life, dugongs, seagrass, and the protection of their 

habitats and small one-cloth hand-print painting program for children in collaboration with 

Tamil Nadu Forest Department, where around 30 people participated. 

 

10. Ocean Day celebration 

 

Place: Thoonithurai, Ramanathapuram 

Date:08.06.2023 

Dugong awareness program for a fishing community students and their parents session creating 

awareness about the Ocean, dugongs, seagrass, and the conservation of their habitats. Around 

30 people participated in the program.  

 



11. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Indhiranagar, Muthupettai, Ramanathapuram 

Date:20.06.2023 

Dugong awareness program for a fishing community session creating awareness about the 

dugongs, seagrass, and the conservation of their habitats. Around 15fishers participated for the 

program 

 

12. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Pudhu Kudiiruppu, Periyapattinam, Ramanathapuram 

Date:27.06.2023 

Dugong awareness program for a fishing community session creating awareness about the 

dugongs, seagrass, and the conservation of their habitats. Around 20 fishers participated for the 

program 

 

13. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Chinnapalam, Pamban, Ramanathapuram 

Date:06.07.2023 

 

 



Dugong awareness program for a fishing community session creating awareness about the 

dugongs, seagrass and the conservation of their habitats. Around 40 fishers participated. 

   

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

14. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Gandhinagar, Kattumavadi, Pudukottai 

Date:21.08.2023 

 

Dugong awareness program for a fishing community at Gandhinagar, Kattumavadi, 

Pudukkottai District. 

Small crowd with an interactive session with creating awareness about the dugongs, seagrass, 

and the conservation of their habitats. Around 15 fishers participated in the program. 

 

15. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Kattayan Peran Valaivu, Ramanathapuram 

Date:20.09.2023 

 

The Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve Trust invited the Wildlife Institute of India to conduct 

an awareness program regarding marine life, dugong, and habitat protection for the women 

  

 

 

 



members of the self-help groups at Kattayan Peran Valaivu, Ramanathapuram District, Tamil 

Nadu. 

This is the first initiative from both the Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve Trust (GOMBRT) 

and Wildlife Institute of India (WII) together to create awareness about marine life, dugongs, 

seagrass, and the conservation of their habitats for the women of the Self Help Groups (SHGs). 

Around 15 women fishermen participated in the program. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

16. Intra-regional workshop on Development strategies to support Dugong Conservation  

in Palk Bay, Tamil Nadu 

 

Place: Mahabalipuram, Chennai 

Date:19-20.10.2023 

 

CAMPA Dugong team participated in the Intra-Regional Workshop on Developing strategies 

to support dugong conservation in the Palk Bay, Tamil Nadu. The workshop had experts from 

13 institutions from Sri Lanka, India and one expert from CMS Dugong. WII highlighted the 

conservation management intricacies in the Palk bay region through presentation. All the 

presentations and group discussions in the workshop yielded in consolidated management 

solutions for Dugong and seagrass conservation. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



17. WII M.Sc. students Field Trip 

Place: Palk Bay & Gulf of Mannar 

Date:22-24.10.2023 

 

WII M.Sc. students visited the Gulf of Mannar Islands, coral lands, seagrass habitats, different nets, 

and lecture from DFO Ramnad. The CMFRI, its museum, Krusidai island, Dhanushkodi etc were 

also visited 

 

18. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: OMCAR Foundation, Veliyavayal, Tanjavur  

Date:09.11.2023 

 

One-week hands-on training for fisher youths to volunteer for Dugong Conservation Reserve 

towards research and monitoring activities organized by the OMCAR foundation in 

collaboration with Pattukottai Forest Range & Thanjavur District Forest Division. 

Presentation on dugongs and seagrasses, including their habitats, significance, and potential 

protection measures, interactive group discussions regarding the monitoring of dugongs, 

seagrass, and mangroves, as well as fishermen's recommendations regarding sustainable and 

community-based fisheries conservation management and practices 

 

  



 

 

19. Felicitation of the fishermen participants from the workshop 

Place: OMCAR Foundation, Veliyavayal, Tanjavur  

Date:10.11.2023 

 

The CAMPA Dugong team was invited for the felicitation of the fishermen participants for the 

workshop. The ceremony was concluded with the handing out of certificates, t-shirts, study 

materials, and dugong souvenir kits to the participants by the Omcar Foundation, Forest 

Department, and Wildlife Institute of India in the presence of IFS Akhil Thampi, DFO 

Thanjavur, Mr. Chandrasekaran FRO, the OMCAR Foundation team, and the CAMPA 

Dugong team. 

 

 

20. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Singivalaikuchu, Vedhalai, Ramanathapuram  

Date:27.11.2023 

 

An awareness program about dugongs and seagrasses was conducted for the fishing community 

in Singivalaikuchu, Vedhalai,. A small gathering of ten fishermen raised an engaging 

discussion that brought awareness on seagrass, dugongs, and the conservation of their 

ecosystems.  Participants inquired about concerns regarding current issues being tackled like 

algal blooms which are currently prevailing in the area. 

 

  

  



 

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

21. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Pudukkudi Kodikulam, Pudukottai 

Date:12.12.2023 

 

An awareness program about dugongs and seagrasses was conducted the fishing community in 

Pudukudi Kodikulam, A group of thirty-five fishermen joined together for the discussion about 

dugongs, seagrass, and the need to preserve their habitats along with current fishing regulations 

were also discussed 

 

 

22. Dugong awareness Program 

 

Place: Tharavai Thoppu Government school in Pamban, Ramanathapuram 

Date:14.12.2023 

 

The first 'Nature School' session conducted at Tharavai Thoppu Government school in Pamban, 

Ramanathapuram District was an interesting discussion about the marine life of Gulf of 

Mannar, it's dugongs and seagrass. Around 45 students from grades 6 to 8 engaged with the 

team from Wild Life Institute of India and GoMBRT. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


