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TURTLE DAY' CELEBRATION AT THE SCHOOLS OF UTTRAKHAND AND UTTARPRADESH ON 23"
MAY 2017

DETAILED REPORT

On the Occasion of “World Turtle Day” the project team organized awareness programmes to
sensitize the school children on the theme ‘Conservation of Turtles of Ganga’ and their role in
cleaning the Ganga River and maintaining ecological balance in wetland ecosystem. The
programme was conducted at Government Secondary School Sewla Kala, Raipur, Dehradun,
and Saraswati Shiksha Sandan Academy Chandrabani, Dehradun and Rajghat Gram Panchayat,
Narora, Uttar Pradesh.

Around 200 students actively participated in the awareness programmes at both the sites in
Dehradun and Narora. The workshop was commenced by Dr. Sangeeta Angom, Training
Coordinator, in two schools of Dehradun introducing the importance of turtles and outlines the
existence of turtles in ancient literature and mythological religious belief of Vishnu taking the
“Kurma avtar” during Samudra Manthan. A round of introduction of all the students of the
workshop was conducted. Dr. Niladri Dasgupta discussed about the pictorial identifications of
species of turtles found in Ganga River and their threats and conservation strategies with the
students and teachers. Brochures on aqutic fauna of Ganga were distributed to the students.
Drawing competitions were organized for students and participants were encouraged to put
their thoughts and experiences about turtles of Ganga on canvas. Best five drawings were
chosen and certificates and prizes were distributed to the students. At Narora sites, painting
competition was organized. The students and teachers at both the locations responded with
great enthusiasm and expressed that it was a great learning experience. Dr. Pariva Dobriyal, Dr.
Deepika Dogra, Dr. Sangeeta Angom, Dr. Niladri Dasgupta organized the event in Dehradun,
and Ms. Shashi Joshi, Ms. Monika Mehralu, Ms. Vaishali Debnath, Ms. Anindita Debnath
organized the event in Narora. Project Associate in Dehradun, and Ms. Shashi Joshi, Ms. Monika
Mehralu, Ms. Vaishali Debnath, Ms. Anindita Debnath in Narora.

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE



May 23", 2017

9:00 - 9:05 Welcome Dr. Pariva Dobriyal
9:05-9:15 About the Workshop Dr. Sangeeta Angom
9:15-9:30 Turtles of Ganga River Dr. Niladri Dasgupta
9:30 — 10:00 Painting Competition Dr. Deepika Dogra
10:00 — 10:15 Namami Ganga anthem

Ivideo
10:15-10:30 Question /Answer Session
10:30 Refreshment
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Kids get lessons in
saving Ganga turtle

DEHRADUN:The Wildlife Institute
of India (WII), which is enumer-
ating the fauna in the Ganga,
Tuesday organised programmes
tomark ‘World Turtle Day’ and
sensitise schoolchildren on con-
serving turtles.

The programme was orga- -

nised at some schools in Uttara-
khand and Uttar Pradesh.

A per the WII, knowledge
relating to species of turtles in
the Ganga, their threatsand con-
servation strategies was
imparted to 200 students and
teachers who took part in the

programme. “Information dis-
semination material was distrib-
uted to the students. Painting
competitions were also orga-
nised for the students,” senior
Wi scientists Ruchi Badola and
SAHussain saidinastatement.

The Wilhadin thefirst phase
of its census on Gangareported
presence of several prominent
species of turtles, including the
three-striped roofed, black pond,
crownedriver, Indian flapshell,
Indian softshell, Indian roofed,
Indian tent and brown roofed
turtles. PTI
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