
 

 
 

 
NATIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR “COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY TEACHERS” ON 
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION AND GANGA REJUVENATION OF GANGA STATES” 

 (14TH - 18TH NOVEMBER, 2018) 
 

 
DETAILED REPORT 
 
The National training workshop for College and University Teachers under WII-NMCG project 

“Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” was conducted from 14th to 18th 

November, 2018 at Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun. A total of 24 professors across 5 Ganga 

States Uttarakand (Devprayag, Haridwar, Rishikesh and Dehradun); Uttar Pradesh (Allahabad, 

Kanpur, Varanasi, Narora, Bulandshahr); Bihar (Bhagalpur); Jharkhand (Sahibganj and Dumka) 

and West Bengal (Serampore, Hoogly, Kolkatta) had participated in the training workshop 

(Annexure I).  

The main objective of the workshop was to develop the skills of the professors in biodiversity 

monitoring and to: 

I. To create awareness among university professors about biodiversity of the Ganga, and 

the importance of conservation of aqualife in the rejuvenation process of the river. 

II. To enable the participants to promote and encourage such activities as part of the 

curriculum. 

III. To build a cadre of trained teachers who would further carry forward awareness activities 

and workshops.  

IV. To highlight the importance of participatory management in biodiversity conservation 

and rejuvenation of Ganga.   

The workshop was divided into 5 technical sessions on biodiversity monitoring and wetland 

conservation, participatory management, rescue and rehabilitation techniques, conservation 

education and field visits. Subject experts and WII-NMCG team provided inputs in the 

respective sessions (Annexure II) & (Annexure III). 



During the first and second days understanding the biology, ecology and monitoring for various 

taxa like invertebrates, dolphins, turtles and otters was the focus of the technical sessions 

(Annexure IV). Technical sessions were also held on genetic sampling of aquatic species of 

Ganga, monitoring of river variables, river habitat characterization and e-flows. Ecological 

aspects on fishes, snakes and amphibians were also discussed.  

The participatory management session commenced with a talk on rescue and rehabilitation 

techniques for first responders. Following this, two group activities were conducted 

emphasizing the importance of participatory management, and approaches and interventions 

required to mobilize community for the conservation activities. The session was carried out 

through simulated exercises when the participants got an opportunity to learn through hands-

on experiences. Apart from community participation, experiences on generic skills on team 

work were also imparted. The session in conservation education were imparted with group 

activities of designing and preparation of conservation awareness materials and the screening 

of a wildlife movie, Ganga praharis episode I and II.   

The fifth session consisted of onsite activities, demonstration at laboratories and field 

monitoring. Participants visited the Forensic lab and understood the ways for identification of 

poach and fake samples in the wildlife specimen. A walk along the WII-Nature trail provided 

information on the flora of the campus and vegetation sampling techniques. A visit to the 

Geographic Information System (GIS) laboratory was also organized, and the participants were 

apprised about the use of GIS technology for biodiversity conservation of the Ganga River. 

During a field visit to the Himalayan Environmental Studies & Conservation Organization 

(HESCO), Suklapur, the participants interacted with the scientist and researchers and learnt 

about the recharge of streams and rivers using isotopes.  

A field visit was organised at the Chilla Reserve in Rajaji National Park, Uttarakhand, (where the 

participants were taken for a safari, and the elephant rescue and rehabilitation centre outside 

the park boundary (Annexure V). The group then departed for the Parmarth Niketan Ashram, 

Rishikesh. A brief interactive session with Swamini Adityananda was followed by the Ganga Arti 

at the banks of the river. The day ended with a brief meeting with H.H. Pujya Swami 

Chidananda Saraswati Ji.  

The workshop concluded with a valedictory session and distribution of the certificates 

(Annexure VI) to the participants by Dr. G.S. Rawat (Dean, WII) and Dr. Sandeep Behra 

(Biodiversity Consultant, NMCG). After the valedictory session, the participants were taken on 

visit to Forest Research Institute (FRI), Dehradun. 

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE 



  14th Nov. 2018 
Technical session I: Ecological Monitoring 

Resource persons 

0900-0930  Registration and Pre-training 
assessment 

Ms. Monika 
Mehralu, Ms. Aditi 
Dev, Ms. Advaita 
Ravindran, Ms. 
Shatakshi Sharma 

0930-0940  Welcome address  Dr. G.S Rawat, 
Dean, WII 

0940-1030 Project Biodiversity Conservation 
and Ganga Rejuvenation: An 
overview 

Dr. S.A Hussain 

 Workshop Objectives, Role of 
teachers and Expectations 

Dr. Sangeeta 
Angom 

1030 - 1100 TEA 

 Group Photo 

1100 - 1130  Ganga-The vibrant River: Social, 
cultural and ecological significance 

Dr. Shivani 
Barthwal 

1130 - 1230 Monitoring of Gangetic River 
Dolphin   

Prof. Qamar 
Qureshi 

1230 - 1330 Invertebrates as bio-indicator for 
ecological monitoring 

Dr. V.P. Uniyal  

1330 - 1430  LUNCH 

1430 - 1530 Forensic Lab: Biological Sample 
Collection and Genetic Monitoring 

Dr. Sandeep Gupta 

1530 - 1600  TEA 

1600 - 1645 Measuring and Monitoring of River 
Variables 

Dr. Niladri 
Dasgupta 

1645 - 1730 Monitoring of Otters  Dr. Niladri 
Dasgupta 

15th Nov. 2018 
Technical session II: Ecological Monitoring (contd.) 

 

0700 - 0830 WII Nature Trails - Monitoring of 
Aquatic and Riparian Vegetation 

Dr. B. S. Adhikari, 
Dr. Amit Kumar, 
Ms. Monika 
Mehralu & Ms. 
Advaita 
Ravindran, Mr. 
Sumit Rana 

0900 - 0930 TEA 

0930 - 1000 Monitoring of Amphibians and 
Snakes  

Dr. Abhijit Das 



1000 - 1045  Monitoring of Crocodiles Dr. Gowri 
Mallapur 

1045 - 1130  Monitoring of Turtles  Dr. Bivash Pandav 

1130 - 1215  Monitoring of Fish Population Dr. Rahul Rana 

1215 - 1330 Genetic Sampling Dr. Sangeeta 
Angom 

1330 - 1430 LUNCH 

1430 - 1530 GIS Mapping techniques with 
reference to Ganga Basin 
(at GIS LAB) 

Sk. Zeeshan Ali & 
Ms. Aishwarya R. 
Chandran 

1530  
onwards 

LOCAL VISIT (HESCO, Suklapur) 

 16th Nov. 2018 
Session I: Participatory 

Management 
 

 

0930-1030 Rescue and rehabilitation 
techniques for first Responders 

Dr. Gowri 
Mallapur 

1030-1045  TEA 

1045 - 1130 Role of Ganga praharis in 
Biodiversity Conservation 

Dr. Deepika Dogra 

1130 - 1200 Community  Participation  in 
Conservation of Ganga River  

Dr. Ruchi Badola 
and  
Dr. Sandeep Behra  

1200 -1300  Team Building of “Biodiversity 
Conservation and Ganga 
Rejuvenation”  

Dr. Ruchi Badola, 
Dr. Sangeeta 
Angom, Dr. 
Deepika Dogra, 
Ms. Aditi Dev, Ms. 
Monika Mehralu 

1300-1330  Group activity : Community Linkages 
& Stakeholder analysis  

Dr. Ruchi Badola, 
Dr. Sangeeta 
Angom, Dr. 
Deepika Dogra, 
Ms. Aditi Dev, Ms. 
Monika Mehralu 

1330 – 
1400  

LUNCH 

 
Session II: Conservation Education 

1400 - 1500  Wildlife Movie  Ms. Shatakshi 



Sharma and Ms. 
Monika Mehralu 

1500 - 1530  TEA 

1530 - 1630  Group Activity I Dr. Sangeeta 
Angom, Ms. Aditi 
Dev, Ms. Monika 
Mehralu, Ms. 
Advaita Ravindran 

1630 - 1730  Group Activity II Dr. Sangeeta 
Angom, Ms. Aditi 
Dev, Ms. Monika 
Mehralu, Ms. 
Advaita Ravindran 

1730 - 1745 Wrap up session  

   

 
0630 AM  

 
(Assembled 

at WII 
Porta 
Cabin) 

17th Nov. 2018 
I. Field visit at Rajaji National Park 

 
 (Lunch at GMVN, Chilla) 

 

Dr. Vipul Maurya, 
Ms. Shatakshi 
Sharma & Ms. 
Advaita Ravindran  

  
II. Ganga Arti , Parmarth Niketan 

Ashram, Rishikesh  

Dr. Ruchi Badola, 
Dr. Sangeeta 
Angom, Mr. Vipul 
Maurya & Ms. 
Advaita 
Ravindran, Ms. 
Shatakshi Sharma 

 18th Nov. 2018 
 Valedictory function 

 

0930 - 1030 Overview of Namami Gange 
programme 

Dr. Sandeep 
Behera 

1030 - 1130 Post training assessment (Feedback) Ms. Monika 
Mehralu 

1130 -1140 Welcome Dr. Ruchi Badola 

1140 - 1150 Training Report Dr. Sangeeta 
Angom 

1150 -1200 Address by Guest of Honour 
 

Dr. Sandeep 
Behera 

1200 - 1230 Distribution of certificates By the Chief Guest 
& Programme 
coordinator 



1230 -1240 Valedictory Address Dr. G.S Rawat, 
Dean WII 

1240- 1250 Presentation of Memento to Guest 
of Honour 

By the Programme 
coordinators 

1250 -1300 Vote of Thanks Ms. Aditi Dev 

1300-1400  COURSE LUNCH 

1430 
onwards 

Local Visit, FRI (Optional)  

 

PHOTO GALLERY 

 

(A) Registration of the participants) 

 



 

(B) Welcome Address by Programme Coordinator 

 

 
 

(C) Project overview “Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation by Project 

Coordinator 

 



 

(D) Workshop objectives and role of teachers presented by Training coordinator 

 

(E) Overview of Vibrant Ganga: social, cultural and ecological significance 



 

(F) Monitoring of Insect as a bioindicators 

 

(G) Demonstration at forensic Lab 



 

(H) WII-Nature trail walk  

 

(I) Demonstration at GIS Lab 



 

(J) Group Activity on participatory management 

 

(K) Rescue and rehabilitations techniques for first responders 



 

(L) Onsite visit at HESCO, Suklapur 

 

(M) Field monitoring at Rajaji National Park 

 

 



 
 

(N) Address by Guest of Honour, Dr. Sandeep Behera at Valedictory function 

 

(O) Distribution of Certificates to the participants 



 

(P) Distribution of Certificates to the participants 

 

(A) Post training feedback and group discussion 

 



 

(O) Group Photo with the participants 

 


