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The UNESCO World Heritage Committee session in Turkey and 

the IUCN World Conservation Congress in Hawaii were the    

major international events during this quarter underlining the 

global community’s endeavor for securing its rich, but vulner-

able, heritage. 21 new sites were inscribed on the World      

Heritage List, which included 9 sites from the Asia-Pacific      

Region. Within the World Heritage community, there is a growing interest  in            

inscribing mixed (cultural and natural) sites, cultural landscapes, serial, transnational 

and transboundary sites. 

The highlight of the C2C activities at Wildlife Institute of India was the celebration of 

three new Indian inscriptions on the World Heritage List 2016 at an event in New 

Delhi on 4th August, 2016 which was graced, by Dr. Mechtild Rossler, Director, 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Paris, and Mr. Vinay Sheel Oberoi, former               

Permanent Representative of India to UNESCO. This bulletin features its regular 

news compilation, site profiles and an interview with the first Indian IUCN Heritage 

Heroes awardee.  
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UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE NEWS 

The Nature-Culture Journey of the 2016 IUCN World Conservation Congress which 

took place in Honolulu, Hawai’i from 1 to 10 September 2016, concluded with a call for 

commitments, “Malama Honua - to care for our island Earth”. It recognizes the      

nature-culture links as vital for addressing contemporary conservation challenges. 

The statement also recognizes UNESCO’s contributions to setting global standards 

linking nature and culture for effective and holistic conservation policy and practice. 

Dr. V. B. Mathur participated in the session “Mobilising IUCN to strengthen the World 

Heritage Convention and improve the conservation outlook of natural sites”. 

Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1563 

World Conservation Congress calls for linking Nature and Culture 

New guidelines launched at the 2016 IUCN World Conservation Congress aim to sup-

port the management of areas recognised simultaneously under several international 

designations, all of which have environmental conservation at their heart. The publica-

tion, “Managing MIDAs – Harmonising the management of Multi-Internationally Des-

ignated Areas: Ramsar Sites, World Heritage sites, Biosphere Reserves and UNESCO 

Global Geoparks”, has been prepared by IUCN, in close collaboration with UNESCO 

and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, and with support from the Republic of Ko-

rea’s Jeju Special Self-Governing Province and Ministry of Environment. 

Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1550 

Managing Multi-Internationally Designated Areas (MIDAs) 

40th Session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee (WHC) was held at Istanbul, 

Turkey from 10th to 20th July, 2016. 21 new inscriptions took place on the World Heri-

tage List, including 12 Cultural, 6 Natural and 3 Mixed Sites. UNESCO Director-General 

Irina Bokova said World Heritage embodies a revolutionary idea, “the idea that peo-

ple of all cultures and faith can unite around outstanding universal value...” The open-

ing ceremony was an opportunity to stress that World Heritage, which is now, more 

than ever, the subject of numerous threats, must remain a vector of cohesion and 

dialogue at the international level. 

Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1519 

World Heritage Committee Session at Istanbul, Turkey 

The Director of the World Heritage Centre, Dr. Mechtild Rössler, attended a cere-

mony  on the occasion of three new inscriptions from India viz. (I) Archaeological Site 

of Nalanda Mahavira (Nalanda University) at Nalanda, Bihar (cultural) (II) The Archi-

tectural Work of Le Corbusier, an outstanding contribution to the modern movement 

(cultural) and (III) Khangchendzonga National Park (mixed) on the World Heritage 

List.  The ceremony was organized at India International Centre, New Delhi by Wildlife 

Institute of India with the Indian authorities and representatives of the Archaeologi-

cal Site of Nalanda Mahavihara (Nalanda University) at Nalanda, Bihar, and the mixed 

property of Khangchendzonga National Park located in the State of Sikkim who were 

present to receive the certificates. 

Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1540 

World Heritage Inscription Ceremony in India 

Nature-Culture Journey Reception 

at Washington Place  

40th Session of the UNESCO 

World Heritage Committee 

(WHC)  

 © Hawaii Governor  
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UNESCO Director-General, Ms Irina Bokova, participated in the 2016 IUCN World 

Conservation Congress in Hawaii, held several bilateral meetings with Heads of State 

and Conservation leaders, where she highlighted the role of UNESCO to foster edu-

cation for sustainable development, scientific cooperation for nature preservation 

and the protection of natural heritage. 

Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1549 
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UNESCO Director General at the World Conservation Congress 

On 3 August 2016, the Director of the World Heritage Centre and the Home and    

Cultural Affairs Secretary of Bhutan launched a two year UNESCO – Japan Funds in 

Trust project for South Asian Cultural Landscape Initiatives in Thimphu, Bhutan. 

 

Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1541 

South Asian Cultural Landscape Initiatives by UNESCO and Bhutan 

The Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Dr Mechtild Rössler, presented 

the Heritage Heroes Award at the 2016 IUCN World Conservation Congress to    

nominees from Virunga National Park (DRC), Western Caucasus (Russian Federation) 

and Manas Wildlife Sanctuary (India). The award aims to recognise the outstanding 

efforts of a few brave people, around the four corners of the world, who relentlessly 

invest efforts to make a difference in the way natural World Heritage sites are      

conserved, sometimes despite life-threatening situations.  

Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1551 

Heritage Heroes Award 

More than 1,800 UNESCO designated sites around the world – World Heritage sites, 

biosphere reserves and UNESCO Global Geoparks – are impacted by climate change, 

and can play a significant role in understanding, adapting to and mitigating these 

impacts. These were the key messages from the opening day of the 2nd Huangshan 

Dialogue, a global forum on UNESCO-designated sites and sustainable development, 

organized by the HIST Category 2 Centre under the auspices of UNESCO and the Chi-

nese Academy of Sciences, and supported by the Mount   Huangshan Administrative 

Committee. UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova stressed the importance of the 

event as a contribution towards the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as well as towards the development of 

UNESCO’s new updated Strategy for Action on Climate Change.  

Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1558  

2nd Huangshan Dialogue on UNESCO sites and climate change opens in 

China 

Participants to the 2nd Huangshan 

Dialogue 

 © HIST  

 © UNESCO 

UNESCO Director-General, Ms Irina 

Bokova 



(Inscribed in 2000), Criteria vii, viii 

Conservation Outlook: Good with some concerns 

Ha Long Bay, in the Gulf of Tonkin, includes some 1,600 islands and islets, forming a 

spectacular seascape of limestone pillars. Because of their precipitous nature, most 

of the islands are uninhabited and unaffected by a human presence. The site's out-

standing scenic beauty is complemented by its great biological interest. High levels 

of tourism and continued growth in visitor numbers represent the most significant 

threat to Ha Long Bay unless it is carefully planned and managed for in a way that is 

integrated with Provincial and Local development. 

Source: http://www.worldheritageoutlook.iucn.org/search-sites/-/wdpaid/

en/900889?p_p_auth=r3K1fAtC 
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Ha Long Bay (VietNam) 

(Inscribed in 2014), Criteria x 

Conservation Outlook: Good 

Forming a mountain ridge running north-south along the Pujada Peninsula in the 

south-eastern part of the Eastern Mindanao Biodiversity Corridor, the Mount Hami-

guitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary has an elevation range of 75–1,637 m above sea 

level and provides critical habitat for a range of plant and animal species. The prop-

erty showcases terrestrial and aquatic habitats at different elevations, and includes 

threatened and endemic flora and fauna species, eight of which are found only at 

Mount Hamiguitan. Recent studies and monitoring show that the property is pre-

served and intact. There appear to be few current threats to the site excepting 

those which emanate from outside the property. In this regard the increased buffer 

zone will assist in combating threats and the effective government and community 

coordination should ensure that surrounding development and activities do not ad-

versely affect the site.  

Source: http://www.worldheritageoutlook.iucn.org/search-sites/-/wdpaid/

en/555577558?p_p_auth=r3K1fAtC 

Mt Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary (Phillipines) 

Page 4 

WORLD HERITAGE OUTLOOK 

The assessments have classified 

the sites according to five rating 

categories namely, (i) Good; (ii) 

Good with some concern;     (iii) 

Significant concern; (iv) Critical; 

and (v) Data Deficient.  

This Conservation  Outlook 

Gauge has been reproduced 

from:  

 http://

www.worldheritageoutlook.iucn.o

rg/web/iucn/understanding-

ratings  

Spatial Monitoring-Reporting for Indonesia 

With three of Indonesia's national parks having been included in the World Heritage 

in Danger list since 2011, the Indonesian government and the UNESCO World Heri-

tage Committee have been scrambling to find a way to save them. Among the meas-

ures undertaken to get the Tropical Rainforest Heritage Site out of danger is with a 

five-year action plan, known as the Desired State of Conservation. The plan involves 

a monitoring program and corrective measures. The Wildlife Conservation Society 

Indonesia Program has called for use of Spatial Monitoring and Reporting Tool, or 

Smart to improve the effectiveness of conservation efforts. 

Source: http://jakartaglobe.id/news/spatial-monitoring-reporting-might-save-

indonesias-world-heritage-sites/   

Ha Long Bay (VietNam) 

 © Lionel Lalaité  

Mt Hamiguitan Range Wildlife 

Sanctuary (Phillipines) 

© IUCN Naomi Doak  
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Participation in Landscape Governance Training in Nepal 

Natural Heritage Bulletin Volume 2, Issue 3 

Dr. Sonali Ghosh, IFS and Scientist ‘F’, UNESCO Category 2 Centre at WII attended a 

landscape governance workshop from 6-8 July, 2016 organised by ICIMOD in Kath-

mandu Nepal. This Training-of-Trainer’s workshop was part of the series of events 

for ‘Transboundary Landscape Governance Learning Journey’ that seeks inputs from 

active implementing partners and lead agencies involved in the activities in ICIMOD’s 

trans-boundary landscapes initiatives. The three-day workshop was guided by expert 

trainers from ICIMOD and Wageningen University-CDI. A framework for a future ToT-

Course package on trans-boundary governance was formulated through participa-

tory mapping and discussion processes during the workshop. 

 Dr. S. S. Negi, Director General of Forests and Special Secretary, Ministry of Environ-

ment, Forest & Climate Change, Government of India visited UNESCO Category 2 

Centre at WII Dehradun on 2nd July, 2016  for a review of the Centre’s activities and 

progress. The Director, Wildlife Institute of India & UNESCO C2C provided a detailed 

update of the activities which were appreciated by the DG & SS. 

UNESCO C2C INDIA: CURRENT ACTIVITIES 

C2C Review by DG (Forests) MoEFCC  

Participation at World Heritage Committee Meeting, Turkey 

Dr. V.B. Mathur, Director, WII & UNESCO C2C participated in the 40th Session of the 

UNESCO World Heritage Committee Meeting from 13-17 July, 2016 at Istanbul, Turkey 

as member of the State Party of India’s delegation. 

Participation at World Conservation Congress, Hawaii 

Dr. V.B. Mathur, Director, WII & UNESCO C2C participated in the IUCN World Conser-

vation Congress in Hawaii, USA in September 2016 and was one of the Key Speakers 

of the session on World Heritage Sites for Biodiversity Conservation and Ecosystem 

based- Disaster Risk Reduction.  The workshop was aimed at further integrating DRR 

into WHS management at various levels including a possible new approach through 

Periodic Reporting and cross-sectoral policies.  

Water-quality monitoring at Keoladeo National Park, India 

Dr. Bhumesh Singh Bhadouria, Technical Officer and Mr. Chitiz Joshi, Assistant Tech-

nical Officer, UNESCO C2C, WII undertook a field tour to the Keoladeo National Park 

and World Heritage Site from 25th-29th July 2016 to monitor the water released 

from Pachna Dam and Govardhan canal project. During the visit, a rapid assessment 

of the entire National Park was conducted for its water management system which 

has significant bearing on the unique avifauna and aquatic fauna of the site .  

Keoladeo National Park, India 

 © Rupa  

Dr. V.B. Mathur, Director, WII & 

UNESCO C2C  at World Conservation 

Congress in Hawaii, USA  
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Short Course on Disaster in Heritage Sites and Geospatial Techniques  

The first short course on “Disaster Damage and Loss Assessment in Natural Heritage 

and Cultural Sites using Geospatial Techniques” was organised from 11th September, 

2016 to 2nd October, 2016. It was a collaborative programme of two UN affiliated    

organisations, viz. UNESCO Category 2 Centre for World Natural Heritage              

Management and Training for Asia -Pacific Region (NWHMT), established at Wildlife 

Institute of India, Dehradun and the Centre for Space Science & Technology Educa-

tion in Asia and the Pacific (CSSTEAP), established at the Indian Institute of Remote 

Sensing (IIRS), Dehradun.  24 professionals and specialists from 11 countries viz. 

Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Tajikistan, Cambodia, Mongolia,  

Kazakhstan, Viet Nam and India, working in government institutes, university        

system, educational institutes, and involved in active research in conservation,     

protection, restoration of natural heritage and cultural sites in the Asia-Pacific       

Region  participated in the training programme. 

Page 6 

To celebrate the new Indian World Heritage Site Inscriptions 2016, an event was   

organised by the UNESCO C2C, WII at the India International Centre, New Delhi on 

4th August, 2016. Eminent personalities from Government of India’s Ministry of    

Human Resources; Culture; & Environment, Forest and Climate Change and            

representatives from UNESCO, ICOMOS and IUCN participated in the event. The 

highlight of the evening was the ceremonial handing over of the Inscription Certifi-

cates of the new World Heritage Sites by the distinguished guest, Dr. Mechtild 

Rössler, Director of UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Paris to the Chief Guest, Shri 

Vinay Sheel Oberoi. The event was marked by an interesting talk on “Linking Nature 

and Culture: Cultural Landscapes and Mixed Sites in the framework of the World 

Heritage Convention” delivered by Dr. Mechtild Rössler. 

Celebrating Indian World Heritage Site Inscriptions  2016 

Ms. Persis Farooqy, World Heritage Assistant, UNESCO C2C, WII attended a ‘Capacity 

Building Workshop on Nature Culture Linkages in Heritage Conservation in Asia and 

the Pacific’ from 17th-30th September 2016 in Japan. It was organized by the         

University of Tsukuba in cooperation with UNESCO World Heritage Centre, IUCN,       

ICCROM and ICOMOS. The main focus of this workshop was agricultural landscapes 

which have been defined in the context of the World Heritage List as testimonies of 

humanity's interaction with the land, and as unique examples of coexistence and 

interaction between people and nature. Persis presented the case of Apatani        

Cultural Landscape which is in India's Tentative List of World Heritage Sites since 

2014. 

Nature Culture Linkages in Heritage Conservation, Japan 

Group picture in Goyakama in Toyama 

Prefecture, Japan 

Group picture of DDLA course          

participants in INTACH, Delhi 

Handover of WHS Inscription           

Certificate  
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Dr. Bibhuti Prasad Lahkar, Programme Secretary at Aaranyak, a         

biodiversity conservation society in Northeast India, was awarded the 

prestigious ‘Heritage Heroes Award’ by the International Union for   

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) at the World Conservation Congress in 

Honololu, Hawaii in September 2016. Dr. Lahkar, an ecologist and       

conservation practitioner, has been associated with the Manas World 

Heritage Site landscape for the past two decades. Following are his       

responses to our questions: 

 

Q.1 What does being a ''Heritage Hero'' mean to you? 

Ans.  I am delighted and honoured to get this award and at same time I am inspired to do more work and con-

tinue my efforts towards conservation of areas like Manas and also I feel that I have more responsibility on my 

shoulders now.  

 

Q2. Can you please share a brief background of your association with the Manas Landscape?  

Ans:  Since my undergraduate I have been travelling to Manas to participate in tiger census, elephant census as a 

volunteer. I came to Manas in 1993 for first time and I was touched by its scenic beauty and fell in love at first sight. 

I also felt and experienced that there are many people or conservationists working and contributing for other 

parks/PAs in Assam but there was hardly any individual constantly contributing or dedicatedly working to support 

for conservation of Manas landscape as a whole. Further, looking at the broken, damaged camps, bridges, I felt 

very sad and thought that we can not allow the park to further deteriorate and destruction to continue. As result of 

these destructions, Manas was WHS “in danger” status for long time. So felt that it is my duty to bring it back to 

WHS status and these factors motivated me to work in Manas and to motivate others. Hence I decided to work for 

my Ph.D on grassland ecology and management with special reference to Pygmy hog, which was only found in Ma-

nas throughout the world. During my Ph.D research at the same time I have started working with the local   com-

munities as well. Because to me communities living close to protected areas are the main stakeholder to    ensure 

long term conservation of any protected area. The local communities can act as a strong barrier to prevent any kind 

of threat that may rise towards the protected area. So sensitising, capacity building, strengthening and involving 

local communities in conservation is my mantra in Manas conservation. 

 

Q3.  What kind of support do you think is required for securing and strengthening Manas as a World Heritage 
 Site? 
Ans: 

 Improving law enforcement of the park 

 Sustainable alternative livelihoods for local communities to minimize dependency on the natural          

resources from the villagers 

 Invasive species management and restoration of degraded grassland areas 

 Capacity building and proper incentive for staff to boost up their low morale and self confidence. 
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Dr. Bibhuti Prasad Lahkar 
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Q.4 What message would you like to give for other world heritage conservationists? 

Ans.  It is of prime importance that different stakeholders of the local communities are involved in protection 

and promotion of conservation of a WHS. Moreover, it is a moral obligation to protect a WHS. It is our duty to     

respect, cherish, promote and protect a WHS. It is a legacy that must be enjoyed by future generations of people. 

5th Annual Coordination Meeting of the UNESCO World Heritage-

related Category 2 Institutes and Centres on 22 November, 2016; 

Consultative Dialogue on Kailash Sacred Landscape on 23 Novem-

ber, 2016; and Consultative Dialogue on Cultural Landscapes, Mixed 

and Transboundary Heritage Sites on 24-25 November, 2016 at 

UNESCO Category 2 Centre on Natural World Heritage Management and Training 

(NWHMT) for Asia-Pacific Region, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun. The objectives of 

these events are to build institutional capacity through a focus on international coopera-

tion and to build synergies for effective natural heritage conservation.  Participants 

would include representatives from UNESCO and its Advisory Bodies viz. IUCN, ICOMOS 

and ICCROM; Head/ Representative of C2Cs, UNESCO Chair(s) and other invited national 

and international experts from the Government of India and States, academic institu-

tions and non-government organizations among others.   


