BACKGROUND
Biodiversity Conservation is becoming a corner stone to advance livelihood options and inclusive
economic development aspirations of the local communities in ecologically rich areas. However,
conservation efforts are constrained due to near absence of an integrated approach to land and natural
resource management. Recognizing this, India has been experimenting with participatory approaches
for managing biodiversity conservation and has achieved global recognition through programmes like
Joint Forest Management and Ecodevelopment. Over the years, a need has been felt to expand such
approaches to larger landscapes with multiple land uses, so as to integrate the range of development
and livelihood concerns with biodiversity conservation.
To achieve this objective, the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change, Government of India
is implementing the World Bank assisted project on ‘Biodiversity Conservation and Rural Livelihood
Improvement (BCRLI)’ in India for managing large landscapes having conservation values. It is a multisector and multi-theme project, based on landscape approach to conservation and emphasizes
collaboration between Forest Department, local communities and different development agencies for its
success.
As a test case for demonstrating such an approach on ground, two important landscapes in the country
i.e. Askot in Uttarakhand and Little Rann of Kutch in Gujarat were picked up as pilot sites for
implementation during 2011 and three ‘Field Learning Centres’ at Gir in Gujarat, Periyar in Kerala and
Kalakkad-Mundanthurai in Tamilnadu, well known for fostering inclusive management approach were
identified for supporting the implementation. Wildlife Institute of India (WII) is one of the implementing
partners in the project for enhancing capacities of project implementers and as a knowledge
management centre on landscape approach to biodiversity conservation.
The project implementation is indicating encouraging trends in engendering benefits to local people and
thus receiving wider socio-political acceptance for conservation. Recognizing the significance and
relevance of the approach, the project has now been extended for implementation to two additional
landscapes, namely Agasthyamalai (Kerala and Tamilnadu) and Satpura (Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra) landscapes. This workshop on “Biodiversity Concerns and Human Well Being: Towards
Landscape Approach” is intended to initiate the process of collaborative adaptive management for
integration of conservation and development in the Satpura landscape.
The workshop has been designed as a core programme for middle level officers in forest and other
development departments and it will be a programme of M.P. Forest Department in collaboration with
Wildlife Institute of India. The aim of this workshop is to disseminate the core concept of landscape
approach, the global discourses governing need for such an approach, impediments and bottlenecks in
putting this approach on ground and thereby to evolve strategic guidance for development of an
enabling policy framework that facilitate inclusive and collaborative management of the landscape in
question towards integrating development and conservation concerns. This opportunity will also be used
to formally launch the project in Satpura landscape of Madhya Pradesh..

OBJECTIVES
• To disseminate the core concept of landscape approach for biodiversity conservation
• To discuss and debate on need, impediments and bottle necks in putting this approach on
ground
• To share existing experience of linking biodiversity conservation and sustainable livelihoods
• To guide evolution of a framework (policy, administrative, Institutional and planning) required
for effective implementation of landscape approach in Satpura landscape
DATE AND VENUE
th
th
17 to 19 November, 2014 at Pachmarhi, M.P.
STRUCTURE OF WORKSHOP
The workshop is designed in such a way that of the three and half days, the first day is utilized for the
launch of this project in Satpura landscape and remaining two and half days will be utilized to discuss
on various issues and modalities of landscape approach in general and for Satpura landscape in
particular. After detailed sessions on first two days, the third day will be utilized for getting the
recommendation of participants for evolving a strategic framework for implementation of project in
Satpura landscape. The objective is to appraise the participants about the concept of landscape
management approach, explore the ground situation with the field practitioners and evolve a common
understanding for developing a policy framework on landscape approach to conservation for Satpura
Landscape. The programme of the workshop is accordingly structured.
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Day 1 (17th Novemeber 2014)
Launch of the Project

Lunch
Technical Session-I : Moving beyond Protected Areas and Experience
Sharing from BCRLIP Implementation
Day 2 (18th November 2014)
Technical Session-II: Landscape Conservation in MP: Approaches and
Opportunities
Technical Session-III: Mainstreaming Conservation in Development and
Planning for Satpura Landscape
Day 3 (19th November 2014)
Technical Session-III : Mainstreaming Conservation in Development and
Planning for Satpura Landscape (Continues)
Technical Session-IV: Panel Discussion for Evolving Policy Framework for
Satpura Landscape Project

ABOUT WILDLIFE INSTITUTE OF INDIA
Wildlife Institute of India (WII) was set up in 1982 and it became an autonomous institute under the
Government of India, Ministry of Environment & Forests in 1986. The main mandate of the Institute is to build
capacity through training, education and research in the field of wildlife conservation and advice Central and
State Governments in wildlife matters. Over the years, institute has emerged as an eminent regional centre
for training and research in wildlife conservation in South and South-East Asia. Institute has trained a large
number of professionals at different levels for management of Protected Areas (PA) and wildlife. Institute has
also contributed significantly in building knowledge base on different aspects of wildlife and biodiversity
conservation through its research programmes. Currently major activities of WII are capacity building of
professionals; monitoring of tiger, co-predators, prey and its habitats; ecological research on important wildlife
species and habitats; Management Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE) of tiger reserves and PAs; mainstreaming
biodiversity concerns in development; technical support for reintroduction of tiger and other endangered
species; preparation of species recovery plans; Cumulative Assessment of Impact of Hydro Electric Projects,
etc. WII has been involved in planning and implementation support for major conservation development
projects in the country for last more than two decades. Projects on conservation and development initiatives
in select trans-boundary Himalayan landscapes have also been implemented. BCRLI project is one of such
initiatives to mainstream conservation in development for overall well being of local communities in large
landscapes.
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