No. A/2-1/2007-WIi (Vol. VIii: 2014-1 5)

Dated 29" April 2015
To,

Sh. Rohit Choudhury
N-71, Lower Ground Floor
Greater Kailash, Part-l
New Delhi-48

Sub.: Information under Right to Information Act, 2005- reg.
Ref.: Your RTI Application No. Nil, dated 17.03.2015.

Sir,
With reference to para 1 to 4 of your above RTI application, the required
information as obtained from the concerned officer of the Institute is attached

herewith in 25 pages as follows.

Information on Para 1 & 2 - Annexure |
Information on Para 3 - Annexure 1l A &B
Information on Para 4 2 Annexure 11

In case you are not satisfied with this reply and want to appeal as per the
provisions of RTI Act, 2005, the address of Appellate Authority is being given as

follows:

Dr. V.B. Mathur, Director & Appellate Authority, Wildlife Institute of India,
Chandrabani, Dehradun — 248 001, Ph.; 0135-2640910.

Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

%

(Aseem Shrivastava)
CPIO
Encl.: As above (25 pages).
o
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Copy to: Drrector W{{jﬂfelnstltute of India, Chandrabani, Dehradun - for information.
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Xeport based on site visit to Song River corridor, Rajaji National
Park

River Ganga bisects Rajaji National Park in to eastern (250 sq km) and western (570 sq km)
parts. Both these parts of Rajaji NP are connected with each other through the narrow Chilla
Motichur corridor (along Motichur rau) and Song River corridor (along Song River). There
still exists feeble forest connectivity along Motichur rau in Chilla-Motichur corridor.
[However, the forest connectivity along the Song River has totally been lost due to the Gohri
Mafi village (Figure 1). Animal movement along the Song River corridor is minimal and
most animal movements primarily take place along the right bank of Song River. Animals
largely avoid Gohri Mafi village (located on west bank of Ganga, near the confluence of
Song with Ganga) and only follow the course of Song river.
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Figure 1. The forest from Motichur range near Satyanarayan extends along the right bank of
Song River. However, the forest connectivity with eastern part of Rajaji NP gets totally
severed due to the presence of Gohri Mafi village on the west bank of river Ganga near the
confluence of Song and Ganga.

[ walked along the entire stretch of Song River flowing through Rajaji National Park to see
the riverbank reinforcement work on 24 and 28 October 2014. The undersigned was
accompanied by Shri 8 P Sharma, wildlife warden of Rajaji National Park and range forest
officer of Mothichur Range during the visits.

The right bank of Song River is subjected to frequent erosion. The left bank of Song river
(flowing through Rajaji NP) has already been reinforced in the past and has large-scale
buman settlements. Considering the frequent erosion along the right bank as well as
movement of animals, the approved management plan of Rajaji NP has rightfully prescribed




1 riverbank stabilization work along this stretch (Management Plan of Rajaji National Park
- 2012-13 to 2021-2022, Page 429-430).

Couple of channels flow out of Song River in to Gohri Mafi settlement within Rajaji NP.
These channels have been blocked in the past (1992-1994) to prevent ingression of
floodwater in to Gohri Mafi village (Figure 2). This embarkment, constructed in the past has
no way prevented the access of animals to Song River. During the site visit the undersigned
came across movement signs of leopard and elephant along this stretch of the river,

Map Showing Flood Protection work at MOTICHUR RANGE along Song River
District - Dehradun,Uttarakhand
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Figure 2. The yellow portion highlighted on the image depicts the stretch of reinforcement
along Song River that was carried out in 1992-93. Construction of this embarkment has
actually facilitated land accretion leading to a strip of riverine vegetation as evident in the
_ map. The portion indicated in red shows the proposed stretch of reinforcement between the
railway bridge till the confluence of Song River with Ganga.

These channels keep changing their course and as a result the Gohri Mafi village is still
subjected to ingression of floodwater during monsoon. Keeping this in view, the present
riverbank reinforcement work was initiated along a larger stretch on the right bank of Song
River. The ongoing riverbank reinforcement work if executed as per the plan, will not hinder
animal’s access to the river. River bank reinforcement will not only prevent erosion, but help
in building up a strip of mosaic of grassland and riverine vegetation that will facilitate animal
movement along Song River. This is all the more important considering the fact that the
forest connectivity along this corridor has totally been lost.

The reinforcement along right bank of Song River confirms with the prescribed management
plan of Rajaji National Park and in the long run will only facilitate animal movement along
this corridor.
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Subject: Reinforcement of Song River bank in Rujaji National Park - case
matter in National Green Tribunal regarding.

The undersigned walked along the entire stretch of Song River flowing through
Rajaji National Park to see the river bank reinforcement work on 24 and 28 October
2014. The undersigned was accompanied by Shri S P Sharma, wildlife warden of
Rajaji National Park and range forest officer of Mothichur Range during the visits.

River Ganga bisects Rajaji National Park in to eastern and western parts. Both these
parts of Rajaji NP are connected with each other through the narrow Chilla Motichur
corridor (along Motichur rau) and Song River corridor (along Song River). There
still exists feeble forest connectivity along Motichur rau in Chilla-Motichur corridor.
However, the forest connectivity along the Song River has totally been lost due to
the Gohri Mafi village (see attached google image — “A’). Animal movement along
the Song River corridor is minimal and most animal movements primarily take place
along the right bank of Song River. Animals largely avoid Gohri Mafi village
(located on west bank of Ganga near the confluence of Song with Ganga) and only
follow the course of Song river.

The right bank of Song River is subjected to frequent erosion. The left bank of Song
river (flowing through Rajaji NP) has already been reinforced in the past and has
large scale human settlements. Considering the frequent erosion along the right bank
as well as movement of animals, the approved management plan of Rajaji NP has
rightfully prescribed the river bank stabilization work along this stretch (*B’).

|Couple of channels flow out of Song River in to Gohri Mali settlement within Rajaji
NP. These channels have been blocked in the past (1992-1994) to prevent ingression
of flood water in to Gohri Mafi village (yellow portion marked on the google image
—*C"). This embarkment. constructed in the past has no way prevented the access of
animals to Song River. During the site visit the undersigned came across movement
lsigns of leopard and elephant along this stretch of the river.

|

[These channels keep changing their course and as a result the Gohri Mafi village is
still subjected to ingression of flood water during monsoon. Keeping this in view, the
present river bank reinforcement work was initiated along a larger stretch on the
{right bank of Song River. The ongoing river bank reinforcement work if executed as
per the plan, will not hinder animal’s access to the river. River bank reinforcement
'will not only prevent erosion, but help in building up a strip of mosaic of grassland
and riverine vegetation that will facilitate animal movement along Song River. This
is all the more important considering the fact that the forest connectivity along this
corridor has totally been lost.

s ” [he ILII‘Ifﬂ!LEI‘I‘ILI'Il along right bank of Song River confirms with the prescribed
M’f‘ “ management plan of Rajaji National Park and in the long run will only facilitate
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No. 7-31/2014-FC
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)

wREE

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan

Aliganj, Jorbagh Road
3 New Delhi-110 003
Dated:30t September, 2014
To,
The Director
Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun

Sub.: Application No. 80 of 2014 in the matter of Social Action for Forest and Environment
(SAFE) versus Union of India and others pending before the Hon'ble Mational Green
Tribunal.

Sir,

T am directed to enclose a copy of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government
of Uttarakhand's letter No. PO-124 dated 19.09.2014 on the above-mentioned subject, and to say
that the key question in the said matter is whether the wall being constructed within the Rajaji
National Park is in accordance with the provisions of the approved Management Plan of the

Rajaji National Parks and may be treated as a work relating or ancillary to conservation,
development and management of forests and wildlife.

Accordingly, I am directed to request that Wildlife Institute of the India may kindly
inspect the site and furnish to this Ministry within a fortnight their specific comments on the
above question. A copy of the said application and counter-affidavit filed by this Ministry in the

said matter is enclosed. \}efj
(S,J i Yours faithfully
o) e
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W' ¥ Encl.: As above = ﬁ
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sl ST Inspector General of Forests (Wildlife), Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
% . Change for information.

~.2; Guard File.
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e W (H.C. Chaudhary)
Lol %81 ; Director
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To,
Shri NLC, Chaudbary
Dircector,
Forest Conservation Division,
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
Indiva Paryavaran Bliswan, Jorbagh Hoad,
New Diethi 110 aud.
Soh: In The National Green Tribunal, Delhi Original Application No. 80 Of 2014
' In The Matter Of Social Action For Foresi And Environment (Safe) Versuas
Union OF Tndia & Ors,
Rel: Your counter filed on 15.7.2014 in the above case.
Sir,

In the above case during the course of hearing on 2652004 Hon'ble National
Green Tribunal muade the Tolluw ing abservations:

Learned Counsed for Mol pointed vur thar before groniing any sach perinission, e
{ Cluief Witdtife Warden oaght 1o have songht permission undvr section 33, Sub-clunse 6 of the
Wildlife (Protectian) Ace 1972 and the activity in question is in clear vielation of the previsions
of Forest Conservation Act. Learvped Counsel appearing for the State sechs fime to fake
instrsictions from the Goversment o stidhe a statesrent that ithe walid in quesaen swill be resmaved
and stee would subutit to e process of Lo,

As the above mentioncd case has not been seen by any efficial of Mokl nor
were thery any consultation with the State Forest Department, The counter fifed by your
uffice did not take into aveount ol the faors of the case, 11 s reguested that the Manistn may
take pote of the following observations of the State Forest Depoaviment, w hich are ss follons

amd may kindly fle a supplementary suo moto affidovit e takic any caitabile <tep i this
=

L. The proposed conscryation vagineering works o et o witlled RO 6 wall has nkast

order 1o wvaid very high by dravhic pressure's of the currvint ol the (T el the rser an
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rainy season, it is cmbankment protection with foundation, superstructure and apron

‘made of cement bluck and spurs made of gabion structures as presceribed in para 20h)
Gohri Corvidor en the puge no. 429-434 of approved Maouasement Plan of Rajuji
Nutivna] Park (Anneaure-1),

The Dircctor Rajaji Nationa) Park gave permission 1o the Irrigation Depariment
subsequent te approval from Chief Wildlife Warden vide letter ne, 2063/12-1
{(Gohrimalt Sung river) dated 18.01.2014, In accordance with the provisinns of Section
I¥a), th) and (¢) of Wildiife {Protection) Act, 1972 (As amended-2006) un the bisis of
recommenduiions of approved Management Plan of Rajaji National Park. The said
netivity does not atfract the provisions of Section 35(6) of Wildlife (Protection) Acl,
1972, as it is according to the approved Management Flan of Rajaji Notional Park,. The
permission with given in the basis of recommendation of a commiitee hesded by
former Director, Rajaji National Park,

That the construction of the embankment is intended o protect the adjoining forests of

. Hﬂjﬂji Mationnl Park and the mi}ui.ning village of Goliri Mafi from flood w alers, which

o
.

 National Board of Wildlife and the Chicl Wildlife Warden is cimpowered to

i previnus vear have ereated hivo in these areus,

That thic cnmirus:uun of the wall being ancillary to Torest conseyvation develepment
and mansgement of forest and wildlife and not invelving any breaking up or clearing
of amy forest of trees do not attract the provisions of the forest conservation act 4 per
explanation provided under section 2 of the FC Aet, 1980 which is stated as foliows-

The explasearion for the fravpose of tis sectich “ron foresd parpose’ means the break iy
up or clearing of any forest or portion thereof for

w. the cultivation of res, coffee, spices, rubber, palms, oil-bearing plants, horsicalenre
eropy oy wmedicinal plames:

b ey puipose arher than reforestation bt does not include any work relpting or
unmﬂwj fo corservation rfcum’npmen.r wnd meanagement of forests amid wild-iife, nunn-ﬂ

tie estallishtment of check-posts, fire lines, wirelesy conuruicaiions and constroction of
Sencing, bridges and cufverts, dems, waterholes, trench marks, b wanndary iakes, pipelines

er other like purpeies.

That the construction of the embankment peither invol cd destruction, exploitation or
removal of sy wildlife of forest produce from the Nutional P
damages or diverts the habitat of any wild

ark ner destroy or
animal or change the natural flow of water
in III‘_v Nationul Park and hence there is no reguirement of prior approval of the
frang

P e hs swaat Ses-provided ndeotion33 uf the W ildlile Protection Aep, 1972,




fr.

As mentioned on page 429430 in approved Mansgement Plun of Rajaji Nationa) Park
(2013-14 to 2021-22), (Annexure A-1} Gohri corridor Tinks eustern and the western
flanks of the part of Rajaji National Park and is along threugh the Seny River, which
emerges from the Park oear Nepali farm and fows inte the Ganges near Gobrimafi
village. It is snentioned in para 2{b) Gohri Corridor un page 430 of the approved

Management Plan: *To nndertake river bank stabilization works on the Song River by
building a combination of toe wall and spurs along the banks, so that n narrew strip Wity
vegelative cover cau develop m"ang the river wiich can be wsed by animals to move along

" the corridor.”

It is relevant to mention here that NH 72 passes through that region and presently the
widening of NH-72 into 4 tane is in progress and there is heavy traffic on this highway.
The wildlife generally moves along the Song riverbed and under the existing motor
bridge on. NH-72 and Railway Bridge on Rishikesh-Haridwar railway line near Nepali
farm. On the right bank of Somg River there is a pateh of forest named Suswa
mmp&ri:n-_u;-? in Motichor k;ngc of Rajaji Natinual Parle, which is » unique micri

“habitat rich in hindiversity nmd wildlife situated on the banks of Song River, Anv steay

wild animal can move through this small pateh of forest through the ramps provided :
at vtnnau: lecations nlong the tmhranifmmi of Song River, su riu-u- is no yuestion of
hampering the movement of wilid animals,

On receiving complaints regarding the proposed activity the Prineipal Chiel
Conservator of Forests, Uttarakhand ordered an enquiry to be conducted by
Conservator of Forests (Headguarter) and with the then Director, Rajaji National
Fark. The enguoiry report (Annedare-2) recommended that the said activity was a part
of witdlife habitat improvement work and that it will alse Belp to secure snd protect
the Gohri wildiife corrider, The report also revommended that the said activit y Is a
forestyy activity as i is essentind to protect the rich wildlife and Gohri corridor and it
cannet be Areated as illegal and nonr-forestry activity. The report alse made
recommendations regarding the improvement of the struciures, so that the wildlife
mevement is not hampered,

The propused intervestion is a part of habitat improveorent work of Rajaji Mationa!
Park aleng the Song River and it will alse help in protecting aind conserving the Golir
corridor. So the provisions of Section-2 of Ferest (Conservazion) Act 1980 are nat
applicable here. As stated above the propused works are ancillary fe conseryation
development and management of forests and wildlife and according to the provisions
of the approyved Management Plan of Rajaji National Park. so the proposed setis iry is

LY BEUTRTE TRV WS PP I T T T S,

19. The construction of the aforesaid wall does not in ans manner viebite riders of the

Hon'ble Supreme Court dated 25012005, In the order dated 25012005 the Hon ble

B — S e e



Supreme Court allowed the activities which are in uccordance with the Manspement
Plan appeoved by rthe competent authority consistent with the provision of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972 The proposed work does not contrmvene the order of Hon'ble
Supreme Court duted 25002005 as these have been prescribed in the apprraved
Management Plan of Rajaji National Park.

11, It is again to reiterate that the said embankment work is along the Song River and

the Gohri corridor which is a erucial link for wildlife from castern part to western
fanks of Rujaji Natiowsl Park. This activity will 2lso protect Suswa compsriment no.
7 of Motichur Range of Rajaji Natioeal Park which in itseif is a unigue miceu habitat
“rich in floral and faunal biodiversity, The same is mentioned in the para 2 (h) Gohri
Corridar on page 430 of the approved Management Plan of Rajaji National Park. It

will also consequently protect life and property of Gohrimafi village ensuring their

greater participation in wildlife pretection of Rajuji National Park, thérelq}- reducing

- man-animnl conflict in the region. Thus, it is obvious that the Chief Wildlife Warden

_i..'-tttfuhhlmd rightly exercised his powers to grant permission in the present ease,

I ihe embanhment o removed it will be disastrous for wildlite protection, habita
management and entire ecosystem as it will alse create nsise poliotion. The
embunkments ¢an be used as slopping ramps after vegelative treatment by raising
various soil binding species this will be in the interest of wildlife in future.

Yours sincerely,

Prineipal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Uttarankhand

Ne. QD- J f‘\,};{ of dated,

Copy 1o Addl Director General of Forests (Wildlife) , Govt, of India.

!
- oY f . i
Principal Chicf t‘.‘}a‘n ervator of Forests,

Uttarakhand
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Mimegament Plan of Rajsli MeSeaul Parik

wear the Nepali Farm and flows into the Ganges nesr Gobisl Maf village.
Wit some management iaibrventions, thiy comidor Bam the potentig) to
- serve as uviable sliernadve 1o the Chills-Motichur Carridor.
A few of the measures that need 10 be undereken 1o realize the f1)
potential of this corridor are tsted heve:

.

"

.y,

M

h.

Install screeiix on bath sides of the road brigge over the Song
River to minimize the impact of light and scuad from the mptor
vahicles on the animals passing onder the bridge.

Undertake viver bank stabilization work un the Seng River
and the Ganges by building & combinstion o7 s toe wal] arud spars
along the banks so e o nsrmow smip with vegemtive cover can -
devebop along the rdiver, which can be usad by [he shmals 1o move
along the comidor

Provide vegerative cover on the banks of ihe Somg River and
the Ganges,

Blabilize the left bank of the Ganges and provide vepetative
coveron it near Talls Bhogpur viltage, on the casiera side.
Stabilize and protect the viver Islands on the Trunges apaing
era&icm,

Establish anti-ponching camps atasuitable location o provide
protection o the migrating wildlifs Sl poacking amd ouer
tircats.

Undertake eco-restorution wark on the islakds 1o iImprove e
herbivore habital o6 the slands Bea-restomtive work mey
melade aetivities such ns broadeasting and Plantig praskseeds,
Undertakie latensive hnbliat improvement work in Suewa 5.6
amd T computnients of hotschine Ragge Habaewt Smprovesned in
iy ares will help the recovesy af the ey base of Tige and
discourage the Blenhmus fine, suiching crops @ Gokrd Malfi
“illags. ;
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No. WI/ESM/BP/18/2014
8 November, 2014

To,

Shri H.C. Chaudhary

Director

Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division),

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi-110003

Email: harishcc@yahoo.com

Sub.:  Application No. 80 of 204 in the matter of Social Action for Forest and Environment (SAFE) versus
Union of India and others pending before the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal - reg.

Ref: Your Letter F. No. 7-31/2014-FC dated 30/9/2014

Sir,
With reference to the above and based on the site visit conducted by Wildlife Institute of India and review of
Management Plan of Rajaji National Park (2012-13 to 2021-22) the response is as follows:

(1) River Ganga bisects Rajaji National Park into eastern (250 km?) and westem (570 250 km?) parts. Both these
parts of Rajaji National Park are connected with each other through the narrow Chilla Motichur corridor (along
Motichur rau) and Song River corridor (along Seng River). There still exists feeble forest connectivity along
Motichur rau in Chilla-Motichur corridor. However, the forest connectivity along the Song River has been lost
due to the Gohri Mafi village (Figure 1). Animal movement along the Song River corridor is minimal and most
animal movements primarily take place along the right bank of Song River. Animals largely avoid Gohri Mafi
village (located on west bank of Ganga, near the confluence of Song with Ganga) and only follow the course
of Song river.

=

Figure 1. The forest from Motichur range near Satyanarayan extends along the right bank of Song
River. However, the forest connectivity with eastern part of Rajaji NP gets totally severed due
to the presence of Gohri Mafi village on the west bank of river Ganga near the confluence of
Song and Ganga.

contd...2-




(2) The banks of Song River are subjected to frequent erosion. The left bank of Song river (flowing through Rajaji
NP) has already been reinforced in the past and has large-scale human settlements. The approved
management plan of Rajaji NP has prescribed the riverbank stabilization work on the Song River
(Management Plan of Rajaji National Park - 2012-13 to 2021-2022, Page 429-430).

(3) Couple of channels fiow out of Song River in to Gohri Mafi settlement within Rajaji NP. These channels have
been blocked in the past (1992-1994) to prevent ingression of floodwater in to Gohri Mafi village (Figure 2).
During the site visit movement signs of leopard and elephant along this stretch of the river were observed.

MEp Bhowing Flood Prelectisn wer k al HOTICHUR RANGE slsny Song Rivar [
Diwirigl - Debredun, UEtsrakhEnd j*
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Figure 2. The yellow portion highlighted on the image depicts the stretch of reinforcement along Song
River that was carried out in 1992-83, Construction of this embarkment has actually facilitated
land accretion leading to a strip of riverine vegetation as evident in the map. The portion
indicated in red shows the proposed stretch of reinforcement between the railway bridge till
the confluence of Song River with Ganga.

(4) These channels keep changing their courses and as a result the Gohri Mafi village is still subjected to
ingression of floodwater during monsoon. Keeping this in view, the present riverbank reinforcement work was
initiated along a larger stretch on the right bank of Song River.




(7)

(8)

The Management Pian of Rajaji National Park (2012-13 to 2021-22, page 429-430) has a chapter on "Wildlife
Corridor (Pages 425 to 434) that prescribes the following measures to realize the full potential of ‘Gohn
Corridor'.

i. Install screens on both sides of the road bridge over the Song River to minimize the impact of
light and sound from the motor vehicles on the animals passing under the bridge.

ii. Undertake river bank stabilization work on the Song River and the Ganges by building a
combination of a toe wall and spurs along the banks so that a narrow strip with vegetative cover can
develop along the river, which can be used by the animals to move along the corridor.

ii. Provide vegetative cover on the banks of the Song River and the Ganges.

iv. Stabilize the left bank of the Ganges and provide vegetative cover on it near Talla Bhogpur
village, on the eastern side.

W, Stabilize and protect the river islands on the Ganges against erosion.

wi. Establish anti-poaching camps at a suitable location to provide protection to the migrating
wildlife against poaching and other threats.

vil. Undertake eco-restoration work on the islands to improve the herbivore habitat on the islands.
Eco-restorative work may include activities such as broadcasting and planting grass seeds.

viii. Undertake intensive habitat improvement work in Suswa 5, 6 and 7 compartments of Motichur

Range. Habitat improvement in this area will help the recovery of the prey base of Tigers and
discourage the Elephants from raiding crops in Gohri Mafi village.

It is obvious that ‘Undertaking river bank stabilization work on the Song River and the Ganges is one of the
gight measures presented in the Management Plan o realize the full potential of the ‘Gohri Corridor and
therefore the usefulness of the said construction alone may not lead to corridor restoration until and unless
other 7 measures coupled with reduction in anthropogenic pressures on account of grazing, firewood/fodder
collection etc. are also undertaken in a comprehensive manner.

Further the said construction though broadly conforms to the Management Plan (2012-13 to 2021-22) and
may be treated as a work relating or ancillary to conservation, development and management of wildlife
corridor. However, the Management Plan (2012-13 to 2021-22) itself does not provide any details of the
scale, cost and time framework for such construction.

The legal provisions in respect of the said construction by the Irrigation Department may also have to be
seen in the context of Forest Conservation Act (1980) and Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,

Thanking you.

ﬁ};
Director

Tel.; (0135)-2640910 (Oft.); Mob.: 09412054648
Fax: (0135)-2640117; Email: dwii@wii.gov.in
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